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Permit me to dream for a moment. Imagine 
if Leonardo DiCaprio got saved. Then he 
could star in a Christian remake of the 
movie Titanic, and when he stood at the 
front of the boat and said, “I’m the king of 
the world!” Rose would say, “No you’re not, 
Jesus is.” Then he would repent of sins right 
there on the Titanic and start an on-boat 
evangelistic ministry called “Big Boat, 
Bigger God”. Then, when he died at the end 
of the movie it wouldn’t be nearly as sad, 
because he would be in heaven.

Millions would probably see the movie, 
especially if it was in 3D, leading to a 
worldwide revival and the spread of the 
gospel. Maybe DiCaprio and Kirk Cameron 
would team up to make a couple of movies. 
Maybe Steven Spielberg would get saved 
WKURXJK�'L&DSULR·V�LQÁXHQFH��:KR�NQRZV"

Do you ever wonder why stuff like this 
GRHVQ·W�KDSSHQ�PRUH�RIWHQ"�:K\�GRQ·W�
more celebrities and shakers and movers get 
VDYHG"���&RULQWKLDQV���������JLYHV�XV�VRPH�
insight into this:

For consider your calling, brothers: not 
many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth. But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong; God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, even things that 
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 
so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God.

God doesn’t gravitate toward the people that 
the world gravitates toward. He gravitates 
toward the weak, the lowly, the ordinary, 
and the unimpressive. He calls those whom 
the world ignores. If God primarily saved 
rich, powerful, and beautiful people, those 
people might have some reason to boast 
before God. But God saves unimpressive, 
weak people, so that there might not be any 
boasting in his presence. And when God 
saves these people and uses them to spread 
the gospel, it demonstrates the power of 
God, not the power of the people.

D.A. Carson described the Corinthian 
church as, “…a low-class operation with a 
IHZ�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�H[FHSWLRQV�µ�,�ÀQG�WKDW�
quote to be very encouraging, because it 
pretty much describes my church too. We 
are a low-class church, with me at the head 
of the pack. Sure, we have a few exceptions. 
We have a couple doctors, a few professors, 
and a few folks with lots of money. But 
not many. Our worship team is not overly 
impressive either. No one is going to think 
that they accidentally walked into a U2 
concert when they come to our church. 
Our preaching isn’t anything to boast about 
either. We strive to do our best, but we’re 
not like Piper or Driscoll.

But God likes to work through ordinary, 
unimpressive people. God likes to use 
worship teams that occasionally train 
wreck and miss transitions. God likes 
to use ordinary preachers. God loves 
to use ordinary church members to do 
extraordinary things.

So I love my ordinary, low-class church. 
We’re just a bunch of weak people that 
love Jesus, and I love seeing God work 
through us. When we succeed as a church, it 
certainly won’t be because of our brilliance 
RU�LQÁXHQFH��,W�ZLOO�EH�EHFDXVH�ZH�VHUYH�D�
mighty God who does great things through 
weak people. 

�����������������������
Stephen Altrogge, the author, works as 
a pastor at Sovereign Grace Church of 
Indiana, PA, where his main duties include 
leading worship, working with college 
students, and shining his dad’s shoes. He 
also has written a number of worship songs 
that have been included on Sovereign Grace 
Music albums. Stephen is the author of the 
book Game Day For the Glory of God: A 
Guide For Athletes, Fans, and Wannabes, 
which was published by Crossway Books in 
September 2008, and The Greener Grass 
Conspiracy: Finding Contentment on Your 
Side of the Fence, which was published 
E\�&URVVZD\�%RRNV�LQ�$SULO�������:KHQ�
QRW�VKLQLQJ�KLV�GDG·V�VKRHV��\RX�FDQ�ÀQG�
Stephen drinking coffee or playing video 
games.

mailto:ronmck@alltel.net
http://www.Pototschnik.com


Fall Conference Schedule
Friday, October 5, 2012 7:00 PM Baruch Maoz, speaker
Saturday, October 6, 2012 10:00 AM Brunch
 11:00 AM speaker Baruch Maoz
  Q&A Session following the message
Sunday, October 7, 2012 11:00 AM Morning Worship
 6:00 PM Evening service, Baruch Maoz
Monday, October 8, 2012 7:30 PM  Channel 10 WDNN TV
Tuesday, October 9, 2012 10:00 AM  Channel 10 WDNN TV

Baruch Maoz will be our guest speaker from Gedera, 
Israel.  He was born to a Jewish family in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  He immigrated to Israel in 1953, where 
he was converted to Christ while serving in the Israeli 
Army in 1963.  Baruch joined Christian Witness to Israel 
in April of 1974, upon his release from the Israeli army 
following the October (Day of Atonement) War.  As of 
1979 he served as CWI Israel Field Director.  In the course 
of his work he translated The God Who Is There, Knowing 
God, Genesis Three and many others; and edited over 50 
books in Hebrew.  He also wrote 61 theological papers, 
delivered in Germany, Britain, and the USA.

Baruch was the founding pastor of Grace and Truth 
Christian Congregation in Israel with 400 congregants 
and served from 1976 until 2008.  He is presently engaged 
in a writing, teaching and preaching ministry in Israel 
and abroad.  

Sponsored by Unity Baptist Church and Kinsey Drive Baptist Church
For More Information call KDBC @ 706 277 3505 or UNITY @ 706 226 3026
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After reading through some sermons today by 
the late Southern Baptist pastor and statesman, 
W. A. Criswell, I could not help but wonder if he 
would attach his name to the recent statement 
that Jerry Vines, Paige Patterson, David Hankins, 
Emir Caner and others have issued and signed. 
Of course, all we can do is speculate, but it might 
be worth reading his thoughts on some of the 
very doctrines that these brothers have addressed 
in their statement.  I thought you would enjoy 
looking at a couple of his sermons that touch on 
pertinent subjects at hand.

For example, in a sermon entitled, “Doctrine 
of Predestination,” Dr. Criswell quoted Isaiah 

Could W. A. Criswell sign  
A “Statement of Traditional Southern Baptist 
Understanding of God’s Plan of Salvation?”

by Thomas Ascol (used with permission)

��������DQG�WKHQ�VDLG��´7KDW·V�RXU�*RG��1RZ�
that’s what you call foreordination. That’s what 
you call predestination! That’s Calvinism! And 
I am a Calvinist. That’s good old Bible doctrine, 
and I believe the Bible! These things are in God’s 
KDQGV��DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�DQG�ÀQDOO\��+H�SXUSRVHG�LW�
and executeth all of it!

+H�SUHDFKHG�D�VHUPRQ�LQ�������LQ�WKH�HDUO\�GD\V�RI�
WKH�FRQVHUYDWLYH�UHVXUJHQFH��RQ�5RPDQV����������
The sermon is entitled, “The Bible Kind of 
Salvation.” It is a masterful piece of homiletical 
work and includes a lengthy, favorable quote 
from Spurgeon near the end. Before that quote, 
Dr. Criswell made the following observations:

There is a general call, but there is also an 
effective call. In the great general call, most of 
them did not respond, most of them did not hear, 
most of them did not believe, most of them did 
not come; but always some came, some heard, 
some were saved—the effectual calling of God. 

,�UHDG�LQ�$FWV�����YHUVH�����´:KHQ�WKH�*HQWLOHV�
KHDUG�WKLV��WKH\�ZHUH�JODG��DQG�JORULÀHG�WKH�:RUG�
of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed.” I turn the page again, and 
I read in 2 Thessalonians chapter 2, “Brethren 
beloved, because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation, whereunto He called 
you by our gospel.” There is an effectual call. 
There are those who listen. God opens their 
hearts. God speaks to them, and they hear their 
name called, and they respond; the effectual 
calling of the elective choosing Spirit of the 
Lord.

It is an interesting study to compare these 
H[SUHVVHG�FRQYLFWLRQV�RI�WKLV�JRGO\��LQÁXHQWLDO�
Southern Baptist giant with those commended in 
WKH�DIÀUPDWLRQ�DQG�GHQLDOV�RI�UHFHQWO\�UHOHDVHG�
statement. 

Thomas K. (Tom) Ascol is an evangelical Chris-
tian pastor, author, and Executive Director of 
Founders Ministries. He is currently the senior 
pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Cape Coral, 
Florida.
Ascol serves as the Executive Director of Found-
ers Ministries, an organization committed to the 
recovery of the Gospel and the reformation of 
local churches. He edits the Founders Journal, 
a quarterly theological publication of Founders 
Ministries, and has written numerous articles 
and contributed to several books. He regularly 
preaches and lectures at various conferences 
throughout the United States and other countries. 
He also authors the Founders Ministries Blog.
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When my wife and I were dating, I took 
the initiative to study the Word of God 
with her. During our prior endeavors to 
learn about one another, she had mentioned 
the word ‘predestination,’ to which I was 
very passive. It was one of those strange 
biblical terms that I thought it best to 
just overlook. After all, I recognized 
God’s foreknowledge; of course He knew 
the future before it happened (Sarcasm 
intended)! I should note that at this point 
in my life, I was not yet a diligent student 
of the Bible. So, although I was unaware of 
what I had gotten myself into, I decided we 
would begin in Ephesians. As we opened 
FKDSWHU���DQG�UHDG�WKURXJK�3DXO·V�JUHHWLQJ��
I gracefully dodged something in verse 
four about God choosing people, only to 
UHDG�WZR�ZRUGV�LQWR�YHUVH�ÀYH�DQG�JHW�KLW�
with a ton of bricks. “He predestined.” I 
immediately decided that perhaps Ephesians 
was not the place the Lord wanted us to 
begin. 

Every true Christian believes that God is 
VRYHUHLJQ��EXW�WKDW�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�VRYHUHLJQW\�
is becoming increasingly ambiguous due 
to a widespread fascination with free will, 
VSHFLÀFDOO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��
Baptists are quick to confuse, “Once saved, 
always saved” with the Calvinistic doctrine 
of the “Perseverance/Preservation of the 
Saints.” Many also promote unbiblical, 
absurd, and contradictory doctrines like 
the age of accountability. “Doctrines” such 
as these come at the expense of denying 
God’s glory in His sovereignty. Most will 
GHÀQH�IRUHNQRZOHGJH�DQG�HOHFWLRQ�DV�PHUH�
omniscience, explaining that, “God looked 
down through time and saw who would 
choose Him, which lead Him to choose 
WKHP�µ�7KH�WUDJLF�ÁDZ�LV�WKDW�VDLG�DUJXPHQW�
makes God’s will entirely subordinate to 
the will of man. Even so, it is crucial to 
be patient with our brothers and sisters. 
7KH�YHUVH�FLWHG�DERYH�ZDV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�LQ�
reference to Peter recognizing Jesus to be 
the Christ, but its truth can also be applied 
to God’s giving of the revelation of His 
sovereignty. Therefore, we must ask the Lord 
for patience and steadfastness in sharing the 
knowledge of His complete control.

“…flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven.” -John 16:17

My recognition of the Doctrines of Grace 
was indeed a gradual journey, but the Lord 
made it sweet. I learned quickly that these 
“Calvinistic” ideas were not based upon a 
misinterpretation of a few verses sprinkled 
here and there, but upon the whole of the 

unadulterated Word of God. 
Upon discovering these truths 
to be completely inescapable, I 
was able to rest. I was dead in my 
trespasses and sins, for Adam had 
forfeited my ability to choose to 
do good. God in His abundant 
mercy elected me before the 
foundations of the world, based 
on no merit of my own. Christ 
came and sovereignly laid His life 
down and took it up again for His 
sheep. At the appointed time, He 
overwhelmed me with His grace 
and asked me not if I wanted to 
follow Him, but declared to me 
that I WAS His, and because He 
has promised to preserve me, I 
shall persevere.

In retrospect, the primary weights 
that held my own eyes closed to 
the reality of God’s sovereignty 
were utter denial and indifference. 

Praise God that “Irresistible Grace” doesn’t 
play a role in regeneration alone, but 
that it is also an essential component of 
VDQFWLÀFDWLRQ��,QGHHG��´:KRVRHYHU�ZLOOµ�
may come, but unless regenerated by the 
Holy Spirit, whosoever won’t.

Blake and Bethany enjoying the laughter of their son, Noah Haddon.

by Blake Gentry

Blake & Bethany Gentry
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The news hit the 
airwaves like a sudden 
onslaught, and the 
truth began to sink 
in. It has happened 
again. This time, 50 
people shot while 
attending the midnight 
premier of the last in 
the Batman sequence, 
The Dark Knight 
Rises. According 
to press reports, a 
24-year-old man burst 
into the crowded 
theater, wearing a gas 
mask and carrying 
an arsenal. After 
deploying what is 
believed to be tear gas, 
KH�RSHQHG�ÀUH�ZLWK�D�
VKRWJXQ��D�ULÁH��DQG�WZR�KDQGJXQV��$W�OHDVW�
���SHRSOH�DUH�GHDG��DQG�GR]HQV�DUH�LQMXUHG��
many critically.

2YHU�����SROLFH�RIÀFHUV�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�
scene in Aurora, just a few miles from 
&ROXPELQH�+LJK�6FKRRO��ZKHUH�LQ������
WZR�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�NLOOHG����IHOORZ�
students and one teacher in a rampage that 
DOVR�LQMXUHG����RWKHU�VWXGHQWV��7KDW�VFKRRO�
massacre became a milestone in the nation’s 
legacy of violence. Now, yet another Denver 
suburb joins that tragic list.

The inevitable media swarm focuses on the 
GDWD�ÀUVW�³�WKH�ZKR��ZKDW��ZKHQ��DQG�ZKHUH�
questions. Then they, along with the public 
at large, begin to ask the why question. That 
is always the hard one.

The same vexing but inescapable question 
comes every time a Columbine happens 
or an Anders Behring Breivik attempts to 
justify his mass homicide. How could such 
D�WKLQJ�KDSSHQ"�+RZ�FRXOG�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�
GR�VXFK�D�WKLQJ"

There is no easy answer to this question. 
The easy answers are never satisfying, and 
they are often based in the confused moral 
calculus of popular culture. We assume 
there must have been a political motivation, 
a psychiatric disturbance, a sociological 
pressure… anything that will offer a 
satisfying explanation that will assure us. 

Wave after wave of analysis is offered, and 
sometimes some horrifying clues emerge. 
But the moral madness of mass homicide 
can never be truly explained.

Christians are driven by instinct to think 
in biblical and theological terms. But, how 
VKRXOG�WKDW�LQVWLQFW�EH�JXLGHG"

The Reality of Human Evil
First, Christians know that the human heart 
is capable of great evil. Human history 
includes a catalog of human horrors. 
The twentieth century, described by 
historian Eric Hobsbawm as the century 
of “megadeath,” included a list of names 
such as Adolf Hitler, Josef Stalin, Pol Pot, 
and Charles Manson. But those murderers 
did their killing from a distance, at least 
usually. Those who carry out the murders 
themselves are even more haunting 
to us. The young man arrested in this 
case, 24-year-old James Holmes, looks 
disarmingly normal.

The Fall released human moral evil into 
the cosmos, and every single human being 
is a sinner, tempted by a full range of 
sinfulness. When someone does something 
as seemingly unthinkable as this, we often 
question how anyone could do such a thing. 
The prophet Jeremiah spoke to this when 
he lamented, “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately sick, who can 
XQGHUVWDQG�LW"µ�>-HUHPLDK�����@

Human beings 
are capable of 
unspeakable moral 
evil. We are shocked 
by such atrocities, 
but only because we 
have some distance 
from the last one. We 
cannot afford to be 
shocked when humans 
commit grotesque 
moral evil. It tells 
us the truth about 
unbridled human sin.

The Grace of 
Moral Restraint
Second, we must 
be thankful for 
restraints on moral 
evil. Christians must 

not underestimate the potential of any 
human being — ourselves included — to 
commit moral horror. We know ourselves 
to be sinners, and we know ourselves to be 
capable of sins we do not actually commit. 
:K\�GR�ZH�QRW�FRPPLW�WKHP"

God restrains human sinfulness. If the 
fullness of human sin was set loose, 
humanity would destroy itself. God restrains 
human evil by several means. First, he has 
created us in His image, and at least part of 
this image is what we call conscience. The 
moral conscience is a powerful restraint 
on human evil, and for this we must be 
exceedingly thankful. At the same time, 
the human conscience is also warped by 
the Fall and no longer fully trustworthy. 
We have developed the capacity to ignore 
the conscience, torture the conscience, and 
even misdirect the conscience by moral 
rationalization. Nevertheless, the restraint of 
the conscience is fundamental, and for that 
we must be very thankful.

God has also established institutions and 
orders that restrain human evil. As the 
$SRVWOH�3DXO�UHPLQGV�XV�LQ�5RPDQV�����
God gave us the institution of government 
in order to restrain evil and to punish the 
evildoer. He has also given us the institution 
of marriage and the family and the larger 
order of society in order to restrain evil. We 

The Dark Night in Denver – Groping for Answers
by Albert Mohler, President, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

continued on page 22
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After Thanksgiving dinner two years ago, 
six-year old Makayla was murdered by her 
cousin. Family members believe it was 
because Makayla positively displayed her 
love for Jesus.

Her uncle, missionary and author David 
Sitton, wrote about the murder, his own 
encounters with cannibalistic tribes, and 
Christian persecution in his new book, 
Reckless Abandon.

The story of Makayla broke my heart and 
gripped my attention. Recently I asked Sitton 
to describe his six-year-old niece. He said, 
“Makayla was a multi-gifted little girl who 
was home-schooled by her mother. She was 
in ballet, sang and played the piano, and was 
a creative writer. Beyond all of that, though, 
she was a beautifully mature believer in 
Christ. Part of her home-schooling was to 
memorize Scripture and she was able to 
recite entire chapters from memory.

“I told her one time that I wanted to teach 
her a verse from the Bible and that she 
should memorize it. I said, “He that tooteth 
not his own horn, yea, it shall not be 
tooted.” She scrunched up her cute little 
face and laughed, “Uncle David, that’s not 
in the Bible!” So she had a fun sense of 
humor as well.”

Just an hour before she was murdered, 
7KDQNVJLYLQJ�QLJKW�������0DND\OD�ZDV�
dancing, playing the 
piano and singing praise 
songs to Jesus in the 
family room as a worship 
performance for her 
family. She stopped and 
asked her father if she 
could say something to 
her family gathered there. 
She said, “Thanksgiving 
is not just a time of eating 
lots of good food and 
being merry. Faith in 
Jesus must be 
communicated. If thanks 
aren’t spoken, it’s not 
really Thanksgiving, but 
only thanks-feeling.” 
�SDJH������Reckless 
Abandon)

The book, Reckless Abandon describes her 
PXUGHU�DQG�WKH�PXUGHU�RI�ÀYH�RWKHU�IDPLO\�
members.

Makayla was the only one of six people shot 
to death who was shot more than once. 
Makayla was slaughtered with several point 
blank shots to the head and chest. The 
author and his family believe the gunman, 
who had witnessed Makayla’s passionate 
expression of love for Jesus, must have so 
hated the light of Christ within her that he 
tried to extinguish it with a vengeance.

Author David Sitton wrote Reckless 
Abandon from his perspective as a 
missionary who has served the Lord for 
thirty-four years. He inspires and 
encourages readers to risk their lives for the 
gospel through his own story of working in 
cannibalistic areas of Papua New Guinea.

Most of us have had a relatively easy life. 
This book about his niece, Makayla, and his 
own missionary experiences really gets us 
WR�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�VDFULÀFHV�ZH�PD\�EH�
required to make if we are going to take a 
stand for Christ.

I asked Sitton if he saw Christian persecution 
increasing today. He slowly replied, “In the 
time it takes to read these paragraphs, 
another Christian will be killed because of 
KLV�RU�KHU�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW����������
believers around the world will be 
slaughtered this year alone… simply because 
they love Jesus. And it is accelerating all the 
more as radical Islam becomes more 
militantly violent around the earth.”

“The butchering of missionaries is 
KRUULÀFDOO\�EHDXWLIXO��+RUULEOH�EHFDXVH�RI�
the indescribable torment endured by so 
many; but stunningly beautiful in their 
KXPEOH�&KULVW�OLNHQHVV�DV�WKH\�DUH�DIÁLFWHG��
persecuted, struck down; but not destroyed 
���&RULQWKLDQV���������$V�RQH�&KLQHVH�
&KULVWLDQ�PDUW\U�FRQÀGHQWO\�WHVWLÀHG�WR�KLV�
tormentors, “You can kill me, but you can’t 

hurt me!”

“This is a biblical 
boldness: to plow through 
hostile resistance with the 
gentleness of Christ and 
loving the hate of those 
ÀHUFH�HQHPLHV�RI�WKH�FURVV��
*RG�LV�JORULÀHG�E\�WKHVH�
gospel risk-takers. The 
ZRUOG·V�XQKDUYHVWHG�ÀHOGV�
need many more like them. 
God calls all believers to 
be imitators of Christ and 
to live lives worthy of His 
name. There is nothing 
more powerful in 
evangelism than a life 
humbly laid down for 
Christ.”

Reckless Abandon
by Dell Hyssong

continued on page 18

David Sitton preaching at the funeral of his niece, 
Makayla Sitton. In his book, Reckless Abandon, 
he describes her life as a Christian martyr.

David Sitton, Missionary to New Guinea, has been a friend of the McKinney family for 33 
years. Ron McKinney created this oil painting from a picture of Sitton’s trip down the river 
Markham in Papua, New Guinea. It is a reminder of God’s grace to the Nations.
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Travelling to heaven and back is where it’s 
at today. Don Piper spent ninety minutes 
there and sold four million copies of his 
account. Colton Burpo doesn’t know how 
long he was there, but his travel diary has 
surpassed six million copies sold, with a 
kids’ edition accounting for another half 
million. Bill Wiese obviously booked his 
trip on the wrong web site and found himself 
in hell, which did, well, hellish things to his 
VDOHV�ÀJXUHV��6WLOO��23 Minutes in Hell sold 
better than if he had described a journey to, 
say, Detroit, and he even saw his book hit 
the best seller lists for a few weeks. There 
have been others as well, and together they 
have established afterlife travel journals as a 
whole new genre in Christian publishing—a 
genre that is selling like hotcakes, or Amish 
ÀFWLRQ��IRU�WKDW�

I’ll grant that the cost of this type of journey 
is rather steep (you’ve got to die, though 
only for just a few minutes), but it’s a sound 
investment when you factor in the sales 
figures. I can think of quite a few authors 
who would trade a few minutes of life for 
50+ weeks on the bestseller lists and a few 
appearances on TBN.

The most recent heaven tourist is Mary 
C. Neal. Much like Todd Burpo, who is 
responsible for taking his son’s adventures 
to print, Neal only decided to write about her 
experiences many years after the fact, after all 
those other “I went to heaven” books began to 
sell in the hundreds of thousands. But that’s 
GHÀQLWHO\�MXVW�FRLQFLGHQFH��6KH�LQLWLDOO\�VHOI�
published her book To Heaven and Back, but 
once it started generating buzz (i.e. selling lots 
and lots of copies), Waterbrook Multnomah 
stooped down and scraped it off the bottom 
of a shoe somewhere, and promptly re-issued 
it. With the extra marketing nudge, it has now 
made its debut on the New York Times list of 
best sellers. I gave it a skim – I just couldn’t 
bear to read it all the way – and found that it 
is much the same as the others. In fact, it may 
be worse than the others in that it contains 
even less Christian theology, less gospel and 
far more New Age, sub-Christian nonsense. 
That a publisher of Christian books would 
even consider taking this to print is appalling.

I am not going to review To Heaven and Back. 
,W·V�SXUH�MXQN��ÀFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�JXLVH�RI�ELRJUDSK\��
paganism in the guise of Christianity. But I 
do want to address a question that often arises 

around this book and others in the genre: 
+RZ�GR�,�UHVSRQG�WR�WKHP"�+RZ�GR�,�UHVSRQG�
WR�WKRVH�ZKR�VD\�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�WR�KHDYHQ"�
When a Christian, or a person who claims to 
be a Christian, tells me that he has been to 
heaven, am I obliged to believe him or at least 
WR�JLYH�KLP�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�WKH�GRXEW"

No, I am under no such obligation. I do not 
believe that Don Piper or Colton Burpo or 
Mary Neal or Bill Wiese visited the afterlife. 
They can tell me all the stories they want, and 
then can tell those stories in a sincere tone, but 
I do not believe them (even when they send 
me very angry and condescending e-mails 
that accuse me of character assassination). I 
am not necessarily saying that these people 
are liars—just that I am under no obligation 
to believe another person’s experience. Here’s 
why:

,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH��ZH�KDYH�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�EHOLHYH�
or expect that God will work in this way – 
that he will call one of us to the afterlife and 
then send us back to our old bodies. The Bible 
says that it is for man to die once and then to 
experience the resurrection. There are many 
experiences we can have in a near-death state 
I am sure – dream-like experiences that may 
even seem real – but the Bible gives us no 
reason to believe that a person will truly die, 
truly experience the afterlife, and then return. 
Those who have a biblical understanding of 
life and death and heaven and hell will know 
that for a person to die and visit heaven, to 
experience sinlessness and the presence of 
Jesus Christ – for that person it would be the 
very height of cruelty to then demand that 
they return to earth. None of these books 
are at all consistent with a robust theology of 
heaven and hell, of the work of Jesus Christ, 
of the existence of indwelling sin. On the 
surface they may seem compelling, but in 
reality they raise far more questions than the 
few they may appear to answer.

In the second place, the very idea of God 
calling a person to heaven and back and then 
having that person share his experience in 
order to bolster our faith is the exact opposite 
of what the Lord desires for us. We have no 
reason to look to another person’s experience 
of heaven in order to prove that heaven is real 
or hell is real. The Bible promises blessings 
on those who do not see and yet believe. Our 
hope is not to be in the story of a minister or 
toddler or doctor or anyone else who insists 

they have been to heaven; our hope is to be in 
Jesus Christ as God has graciously revealed 
him to us in the Bible. Faith is believing that 
what God says in his Word is true and without 
error. You dishonor God if you choose to 
believe what the Bible says only when you 
UHFHLYH�VRPH�NLQG�RI�RXWVLGH�YHULÀFDWLRQ��<RX�
dishonor God if you need this kind of outside 
YHULÀFDWLRQ�

A question remains: How do I respond to 
a Christian who has read these books and 
ZKR�ÀQGV�JUHDW�MR\�RU�FRPIRUW�LQ�WKHP"�<RX�
point that person to what is true. You will 
need to be careful with tone and timing, 
but ultimately, it will be a blessing for any 
Christian to direct his faith to the worthy 
object of faith. Faith will be strengthened 
by reading the Bible and believing it. Faith 
will be weakened by reading the Bible and 
believing it only after reading 90 Minutes 
in Heaven. You can serve any Christian by 
directing him to the Bible and helping him 
to see that we are called to believe God on 
the basis of what he says in his Word, not on 
the basis of another person’s experience. 90 
Minutes in Heaven and Heaven Is For Real 
and all the rest are not books that beautify the 
doctrine of heaven, but books that attack the 
doctrine of Scripture. The Bible insists that it 
LV�HQRXJK��WKDW�LW�LV�VXIÀFLHQW��WKDW�ZH�KDYH�QR�
need for further special revelation from God; 
these books insist that it is not.

Heaven Tourism
By Tim Challies, used with permission.

Tim Challies, a self-employed web designer, is a 
pioneer in the Christian blogosphere, having one 
of the most widely read and recognized Christian 
blogs anywhere (www.challies.com). He is also 
editor of Discerning Reader (www.discerningreader.
com), a site dedicated to offering thoughtful reviews 
of books that are of interest to Christians. He is 
author of The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment, 
published by Crossway.

Tim Challies
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The great Christian composer J. S. Bach 
ZURWH��´7KH�DLP�DQG�ÀQDO�UHDVRQ�IRU�DOO�
music should be nothing else but the glory 
of God and the refreshment of the spirit.” 
This has been the passion of Gene and 
Betty Lindauere in the body of music they 
have written and performed during their 60 
years of marriage.

)RU�WKH�SDVW�WZHQW\�ÀYH�\HDUV�*HQH�DQG�
Betty Lindauere have been compiling a 
hymnal which expresses their faith and 
interest in providing sound words and 
music for the worshiper. Certain hymns 
composed by them under the name Genetty 
are included. This has been a true labor of 
love and perseverance. Kinsey Drive Baptist 
Church has published the 200 plus pages 
called, New Covenant Grace Hymnal, as a 
tribute to the Lindaueres.

God measures our gifts, not by the greatness 
of them, but by the self-denial expressed in 
giving them. What extraordinary gifts Gene 
and Betty possess. What great hearts they 
have. They give of themselves not only to 
the Lord and one another, but also to others. 
They have enriched everyone who knows 

Ron McKinney, Pastor of Kinsey Drive Baptist Church, presents Gene and Betty Lindauere a copy of the 

published hymnal which they compiled. The Lindaueres have lead the music at Kinsey Drive Baptist Church 

for twenty years.   To obtain a copy of the hymnal write to 2626 Kinsey Drive, Dalton, GA. 30720

KDBC Publishes a New Hymnal:  
New Covenant Grace Hymnal

WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�VDFULÀFLQJ�DQG�VKDULQJ�WKHLU�
faith, music and lives. Pastor McKinney 
said, “They have served the church all these 
years without any personal gain. On the 
contrary, they manage money well and are 
VDFULÀFLDO�JLYHUV�WR�WKH�/RUG�DQG�0LVVLRQV��
Gene and Betty are givers, not takers.”

Mr. Lindauere is a graduate of Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
with a Bachelor of Science in Music 
Education and a Masters of Music. He has 
performed with the Montgomery Symphony 
Orchestra in Maryland; American Light 
Opera Society of Washington, D.C.; 
Maryland University Orchestra and the 
John Ball Symphony Orchestra in Richland, 
Washington. He is the founder of the 
L’Abri Strings Orchestra and a member 
of the L’Abri Symphony Orchestra. His 
wife, Betty, is also a graduate of Duquesne 
University and plays piano, saxophone and 
cello. She has arranged music for the L’Abri 
Orchestra.

Someone has said, “to get the measure of a 
true man’s capacity, note how much more he 
does than is required of him.” 

Mitchell Lynn

Paul addresses young Timothy in the 
ÀUVW�FKDSWHU�RI���7LPRWK\���������´,�
thank God, whom I serve with a clear 
conscience the way my forefathers did, as 
I constantly remember you in my prayers 
night and day, longing to see you, even as 
,�UHFDOO�\RXU�WHDUV��VR�WKDW�,�PD\�EH�ÀOOHG�
with joy. For I am mindful of the sincere 
IDLWK�ZLWKLQ�\RX��ZKLFK�ÀUVW�GZHOW�LQ�
your grandmother Lois, and your mother 
Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as 
well.”

Paul was thankful and grateful to God 
for what God had done in Timothy’s 
life in implanting the seed of faith and 
recalls the work done by his grandmother 
Lois and mother Eunice in passing on to 
him the truth which is in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Mitchell Lynn graduated from Heritage 
High School in Ringgold, Georgia at 
the top of his class.  As Valedictorian of 
KLV������6HQLRU�FODVV��KH�DGGUHVVHG�WKH�
5,000 attendees with words of gratitude 
to God.  He had spent four years lettering 
in football playing defensive end and 
offensive tackle while maintaining a 4.0 
JSD���+LV�6$7�VFRUH�ZDV������DQG�$&7�
was 36. 

Providence provided that Mitchell 
would spend every other weekend with 
his grandmother, Jewel, in Flintstone, 
Georgia.  His grandmother had watched 
“Majesty,” the television program of 

continued on page 22
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The service that the apostle Paul rendered to 
Christ was a costly one. We read of it in the 
book of Acts, and Paul himself tells us of it 
here and there in his epistles — whippings, 
beatings, abandonment, hunger, deprivation, 
insults, offenses of all kinds, and so on. He 
certainly was not in this for the money!

%XW�LI�QRW�PRQH\��WKHQ�ZKDW"�:KDW�ZDV�
LW�WKDW�PRWLYDWHG�KLP"�:KDW�ZDV�WKH�
LQFHQWLYH"

Actually, the apostle answers this question 
in several ways. There are many good 
reasons for serving Christ. But in 2 
&RULQWKLDQV������KH�VHHPV�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�
bottom of it:

“For Christ’s love compels us, because we 
are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died.”

The driving impulse, Paul says, is, simply, 
my awareness of “Christ’s love.” Indeed, 
a sense of His love “compels” me to serve 
Him.

The NIV translation here is helpful — 
“Christ’s love.” The ambiguity of the 
KJV (and of the Greek) — “The love of 
Christ” — has allowed room for some to 
misunderstand. Many have (mis)taken this 
verse to say that it was Paul’s love for Christ 
that motivated him in His service. But 
that is not what Paul is saying here. He is 
speaking of Christ’s love for us, not our love 
for Him.

Now it is all very true that we serve Christ 
out of love for Him. Of course. But given 
WKH�ÀFNOHQHVV�RI�RXU�ORYH�IRU�&KULVW��LW�UHDOO\�
doesn’t constitute ultimate causes or deepest 
motives. What is it, after all, that gives rise 
WR�RXU�ORYH�IRU�&KULVW"�7KH�DQVZHU��FOHDUO\��
is that we love Him because of His love for 
us.

Nor is Christ’s love for us a mere sentiment 
of good will. For the apostle Paul, Christ’s 
ORYH�KDV�D�VSHFLÀF�SRLQW�RI�UHIHUHQFH�³�
the Cross. That is how he explains: “For 
Christ’s love compels us, because we 
are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died.” The cross of Christ is 
WKH�YHU\�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�+LV�ORYH�

Nor is it the Cross 
merely, but the Cross as 
VSHFLÀFDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�
in terms of substitution 
— “one died for all, 
and therefore all died.” 
Here is the love of 
Christ for us — it is the 
love of the Redeemer 
taking our place, 
bearing our curse, 
paying the full penalty 
of our sin, and freeing 
us from divine wrath 
that was due us.

Moreover, the Lord 
Jesus was no third 
party in the dispute, so 
to speak. He was not 
a substitute unrelated 
to the problem. No, 
He is Himself the God 
against whom we had 
sinned, the One whose 
wrath demanded our 
condemnation. Yet, 
amazingly, humbling 
Himself He assumed 
our station, took all our 
obligations and debts to 
Himself, and standing 
in our place bore our 
curse — the curse of 
His broken law and of 
His own wrath. “He 
who knew no sin was 
made sin for us, that 
we might be made the 
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RG�LQ�KLPµ����&RU��������

And so Paul confesses, gladly, that it is this 
that “compels” him to serve the Lord Jesus. 
Gripped by an awareness of His matchless 
love he cannot but serve Him. If he could 
have sung from Isaac Watt’s hymnal, 
doubtless, he would joyfully have sung with 
him —

Surely, this is a love like no other!  
This is the love of condescension,  
RI�VDFULÀFH��DQG�RI�UHVFXH�

But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
the debt of love I owe! 

Compelled by Love 
By Fred Zaspel - used with permission from the author

Fred Zaspel holds a Ph.D. in historical theology from the Free University 
of Amsterdam. He is currently a pastor at the Reformed Baptist Church 
of Franconia, PA. He is also the interim Senior Pastor at New Hyde Park 
Baptist Church on New York’s Long Island, and Adjunct Professor of 
Systematic Theology at Calvary Baptist Seminary in Lansdale, PA. He 
is also the author of The Continuing Relevance of Divine Law (1991); 
The Theology of Fulfillment (1994); Jews, Gentiles, & the Goal of 
Redemptive History (1996); New Covenant Theology with Tom Wells 
(New Covenant Media); The Theology of B.B. Warfield: A Systematic 
Summary (Crossway, 2010). Fred is married to Kimberly and they have 
two grown children, Gina and Jim

Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
‘tis all that I can do.

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small! 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

Can there be a greater incentive to Christian 
VHUYLFH�WKDQ�WKLV"�<HV��ZH�ORYH�+LP��:H�
love Him with all our hearts! But what has 
gripped us, what has captured our hearts, 
is this realization of His great Cross-love 
for us. And for this love we willingly and 
joyfully give ourselves in return to Him.
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Ron McKinney and I were blessed to be 
LQYLWHG�WR�VSHDN�DW�WKH���WK�$QQXDO�)DLWK�
Baptist Church, Road Town, Tortola, British 
Virgin Islands, Bible Conference.  From 
WKH�PRPHQW�ZH�JRW�RQ�WKH�SODQH�WR�Á\�WR�
6W��7KRPDV��86�9LUJLQ�,VODQGV��RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�
leg of our journey, the Lord’s grace was 
evident.  Ron and I and my wife Kathy were 
to have sat together but at the last minute 
were separated.  The separation proved to be 
a great blessing as the Lord placed me by a 
Roman Catholic man from Minnesota who 
was struggling spiritually because of his 
study of Scripture.  For two or three hours he 
asked one question after another on the vital 
issues of the faith.

When we arrived on St. Thomas, we went 
directly to the boat dock to take the ferry 
to Tortola where after a brief mix-up we 
met Brother Cecil Parillon of Faith Baptist 
Church, an old friend in the Gospel.  The 
QH[W�ÀYH�GD\V�ZHUH�IXOO�RI�DFWLYLW\�DQG�
blessing.

Ron and I each spoke four times.  Ron spoke 
all four times at the Church beginning 
Sunday morning. I spoke three times at the 
Church beginning Sunday evening and on 
one of the Islands’ most-listened-to radio 
stations.  The Church was also gracious 
to allow each of us a night off when two 
men from the Church spoke.  The two were 
Brother Jonathan Jn. Baptiste and Brother 
Derry Hodges.  These men spoke the Gospel 
powerfully and thrilled our souls.  Brother 
Derry has a PHD and along with Brother 
Jonathan and Pastor Parillon desires to start a 
Pastors’ Training School.

Brother Ron’s messages on “Imputation” 
were received enthusiastically.  I spoke the 
ÀUVW�QLJKW�RQ�WKH�´,PSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�/RFDO�
Church” and the other nights on “Enduring 
)DLWKµ�IURP�+HEUHZV�FKDSWHUV�������DQG�����
These messages were also well received.  The 
people of the Church are well taught in the 
Word and appear to practice well what they 
hear.

When we were not preaching, we were able 
to enjoy our provided apartment with a 
beautiful view of the bay where the cruise 
ships came in, or we were being escorted 
around to see the sights of the Island by 
Brother Parillon or taken to Virgin Gorda, 
BVI, to see it.  Sister Hanzel Parillon, the 
Pastor’s wife, provided us with several lovely 
meals when we were not out and about being 
entertained at local restaurants.

The two great highlights of the trip, I believe 
all will agree, were the services at the Church 
where the Spirit seemed to manifest His 
presence exalting Christ and the prayer times 
in the apartment when Ron, Kathy and I 
called on the Lord, praising Him and seeking 
His blessing on the services.  The sweetness 
of Christ’s presence is a glorious blessing and 
we give Him all the praise.

Please continue to pray with us for Faith 
Baptist Church and the men involved in 
leadership and their desire to see the Pastors’ 
Training School become a reality.

Report on the Trip to 
Tortola, British Virgin Islands

John Hunter

Faithful preachers of the Gospel, Brother Derry Hodges (seated left) and 
Brother Jonathan Jn. Baptiste take time to pose for a photograph with Ron McKinney.

From left: Hanzel and Pastor Cecil Parillon of Faith Baptist Church in Tortola, British 
Virgin Islands; and Pastor John and Kathleen Hunter of Anniston Alabama, USA.
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© John Pototschink.   Permission to reproduce oil painting titled “From Every Mountain Side, Let Freedom Ring.”   
Visit the artist’s website at John Pototschink.com.
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The former Chrysler CEO Lee Iacocca 
once said, ‘The main thing is to keep the 
main thing the main thing.’� This simple 
advice has a wide range of implications. 
I remember Dr. Norman Harper, one of 
the great pioneers of the Christian school 
movement, when asked the question, “What 
is the number one challenge in Christian 
HGXFDWLRQ"µ�VDLG�ZLWKRXW�KHVLWDWLRQ��
“Keeping Christian schools Christian.” That 
is the answer. History proves that Christian 
schools have a long record of starting out 
Christ-centered fortresses for truth and 
godliness and drift into man-centered 
citadels of humanism. Classic examples 
are the American Ivy League colleges like 
Harvard and Yale. They were founded as 
Bible-centered institutions. I have seen the 
sign at McCallie school in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee with the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism answer to the goal of life, “The 
chief end of man is to glorify God and to 
enjoy him forever.” 

Dr. Paul Kienel, founder and president 
emeritus of ACSI said, “The ‘main thing’ 
in Christian education is to teach and 
train children of Christian families in 
such a way that they will honor Christ, 
family and Church.” The Bible says, “… 
WKDW�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV�KH�>&KULVW@�PLJKW�KDYH�
WKH�SUHHPLQHQFH�µ��&RORVVLDQV��������7KDW�
includes education.2 The Bible is the only 
rule for faith and practice in a Christian 
school! The Bible is respected and regarded 
as the infallible point of reference for all 
academic subjects and as the only reliable 
guide for Christian living. We are training 
the next generation with truth. There is 
nothing higher than that. 

“There is no right way or wrong way in 
HGXFDWLRQ��MXVW�ÀQG�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�IRU�\RXU�
children” is a philosophy of the Post-
modernist. Every thing is relative. No 

The Clarion Call For Christian Education
Dr. Ronald W. McKinney

FOOTNOTES
� ��� &RSDQ��3DXO���´.HHSLQJ�WKH�0DLQ�7KLQJ�WKH�

0DLQ�7KLQJµ��&UHGR�+RXVH�0LQLVWULHV������

 2. Kienel, Paul.  Founder and President 
Emeritus, Association of Christian School 
International.  Comment (26.5)  ACSI.  (I 
UHDG�WKLV����\HDUV�DJR�DQG�SXW�LW�LQ�P\�ÀOH�IRU�
future reference.)  It has been revised by Dr. 
Brian Simmons, President, ACSI.

 3. Ibid.
 4. Ibid.
,�KDYH�D�ELEOLRJUDSK\�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�����ERRNV�
RQ�&KULVWLDQ�(GXFDWLRQ�IURP�������������7KH\�
are written by some of the leaders in Christian 
Education such as Dr. John Blanchard, Norman 
Harper and Elmer Towns.  Please contact me if 
interested at: RonaldWMcKinney@gmail.com.

absolutes. It may be truth to you but not 
IRU�PH��3URYHUEV�����VD\V��´7KH�IHDU�RI�WKH�
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” There is 
a right way in education…God’s way. There 
is a way that seems right to man but it is 
foolishness. The fear of the Lord is the chief 
part of true knowledge and wisdom. There 
is a right way and a wrong way. 

Ephesians 6:4 states, “fathers, provoke not 
your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” A Christian father is responsible, 
not the State, not the school board, not the 
church, or any other institution, to teach and 
discipline their children in the fear of the 
Lord. When a father designates someone to 
be his substitute, they must have the same 
goals and purposes. Unbelieving parents 
are double minded and cannot reinforce 
the same goals as Christian parents. It is a 
divided house. It will not stand. 

I am surprised how many non-Christian 
colleges and schools quote John 8:32, “…
the truth shall make you free,” on their 
building.3 The sad thing is, the teachers 
in those secular institutions think the 
word truth means man-made truth. God is 
speaking about his Holy Word. The Bible 
states clearly that there is a famine in the 
land… “It is a lack of truth.” 

I am afraid that Christian school educators 
and parents may be so Biblically illiterate 
that they will not understand what these 
verses mean. Many of us left the secular and 
KXPDQLVWLF�FRQÀQHV�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�VFKRRO�
system because it was anti-God. The system 
does not recognize God or want God to 
have anything to do with it. We must keep 
Christ central and in clear focus in order to 
have Christian education. The Word of God 
must be the center piece of every discipline 
and every school activity. 

Christian schools are to lead and inspire 
students to become mature followers of 
Christ. The home, school, and church are 
WKH�PDMRU�LQÁXHQFHV�RQ�D�FKLOG��%HFDXVH�RI�
the busyness of society, parents, we can lose 
sight of the “main thing.”

To all that are responsible, you have 
one mandate. “Keep the main thing the 
main thing!” If the fear of the Lord is 
the foundation and a determined focus of 
HGXFDWLRQ«�WKHQ�GRQ·W�ÁLQFK��%H�UHVROYHG�
to stand for the only truth that is real. 
Someone said, “One man with conviction 
LV�ZRUWK����ZLWK�RSLQLRQV�µ4 Surveys don’t 
mean a thing if you know the truth. I am 
not here to negotiate truth but to speak 
the truth as an Ambassador for Christ. We 
must deliver the truth, not edit it. Jesus said, 
“He that is not with me is against me…” 
0DWWKHZ�������

“Keeping the main thing the main thing” is 
the goal. Glorifying Christ is the ultimate 
goal. Remember parents, the only thing in 
this life we may take with us to heaven is 
our children, provided they are born again 
and believe in Jesus Christ. A genuine 
Christian education then is priceless.
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Deuteronomy 10:14–15 
Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven 
and the heaven of heavens, the earth with 
all that is in it; yet the Lord set his heart 
in love upon your fathers and chose their 
descendants after them, you above all the 
peoples, as at this day.

In our study of the pleasures of God we 
have seen that from all eternity God has 
been supremely happy in the fellowship 
of the Trinity. He has delighted in casting 
his eye, as it were, out over the endless 
SDQRUDPD�RI�KLV�RZQ�SHUIHFWLRQV�UHÁHFWHG�
in the face of his Son. Between God the 
)DWKHU�DQG�*RG�WKH�6RQ�WKHUH�KDV�ÁRZHG�
a love and joy so full and complete, and 
carrying so much of the essence of God, 
that it has stood forth from all eternity as 
a Person in his own right—the Holy Spirit 
himself.

If you could take the energy of all the 
billions of galaxies in the universe and 
measure it, you would get a reading that is 
simply a faint reverberation of that energy 
of joy and love that swells and streams and 
surges in the triune heart of God. Before 
there was anything besides God at all, God 
was supremely happy in himself.

We saw secondly that God is, therefore, 
DEVROXWHO\�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQW��+H�KDV�QR�QHHGV�
DQG�VR�FDQ·W�EH�EULEHG��+H�KDV�QR�ÁDZV�
and so can’t be blackmailed. He has no 
weaknesses and so can’t be coerced or 
forced. In other words, he is absolutely free 
and does what he does because of his own 
good pleasure. “Our God is in heaven; he 
GRHV�ZKDWHYHU�KH�SOHDVHVµ��3VDOP��������

Thirdly, we saw that the creation of this 
VSHFWDFXODU�XQLYHUVH�LV�WKH�RYHUÁRZ�RI�
God’s joyful bounty. He did not create the 
ZRUOG�WR�PDNH�XS�IRU�VRPH�GHÀFLHQF\�LQ�
himself. He created because it’s the very 
QDWXUH�RI�IXOOQHVV�WR�RYHUÁRZ��,W·V�WKH�QDWXUH�
of unbounded joy to spread itself around. 
And so God rejoiced to make the universe 
DV�D�NLQG�RI�VSLQ�RII�RI�KLV�RYHUÁRZLQJ�
delight in his own glory.

Then, last week we saw that in this world 
which God has created, the great passion 
of his heart is to spread his reputation. 

Again and again and again in Scripture we 
read that he acts for the sake of his name. 
His great goal is to magnify his fame and 
renown and the honor of his name in all that 
he does.

And when you stop and think about it this 
is the most loving thing that God could ever 
GR��EHFDXVH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�EHQHÀW�WKDW�KXPDQ�
beings could ever receive is to know and 
share in the glory of God. So when God 
aims to make his glorious name known and 
admired and praised and enjoyed in every 
people and tongue and tribe and nation, 
KH�LV�DFWLQJ�LQ�RYHUÁRZLQJ�JUDFH�DQG�ORYH�
because this and this alone will satisfy the 
longings of the human heart.

A People to Praise and Proclaim 
God 
Today we carry our study one step further 
and discover that the way God intends to 
make a name for his glorious grace in all 
the world is to choose a people for himself. 
And as Jeremiah says, “He will make them 
cling to him that they might be for him 
a people, and a name, and a praise, and a 
JORU\µ��-HUHPLDK���������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��
to extend the pleasure that God has in his 
own name, he calls out a people to enjoy 
and praise and proclaim that name. And the 
Bible calls these people “the elect.” That is 
what we want to look at this morning: the 
pleasure of God in election.

The Election of Israel 
We will take our starting point from the 
election of Israel in the Old Testament and 
then turn to the New Testament and see 
whether the church is thought of in a similar 
way.

'HXWHURQRP\������²���GHVFULEHV�WKH�GHOLJKW�
God had in choosing Israel from all the 
peoples of the earth.

����%HKROG��WR�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�EHORQJ�
heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth 
ZLWK�DOO�WKDW�LV�LQ�LW������\HW�WKH�/RUG�VHW�KLV�
KHDUW�LQ�ORYH�XSRQ�\RXU�IDWKHUV�>OLWHUDOO\��
“the Lord delighted in your fathers to love 
WKHPµ@�DQG�FKRVH�WKHLU�GHVFHQGDQWV�DIWHU�
them, you above all peoples, as at this day. 

Notice two things:

God’s Complete Freedom
First, notice the contrast between verses 
���DQG�����:K\�GRHV�0RVHV�GHVFULEH�WKH�
election of Israel against the backdrop of 
*RG·V�RZQHUVKLS�RI�WKH�ZKROH�XQLYHUVH"�
9HUVH����VD\V��7R�*RG�EHORQJV�HYHU\WKLQJ�
LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�RQ�HDUWK��7KHQ�YHUVH����VD\V��
Yet he chose you for his people.

Isn’t the point to dispel any notion that God 
was somehow hedged in to choose this 
SHRSOH"�,VQ·W�WKH�SRLQW�WR�H[SORGH�WKH�P\WK�
that each people has its own god and this 
god has a right to his own people but no 
PRUH"

So Moses’ point in saying, “God owns 
everything in heaven and on earth—
absolutely everything—yet he chose you,” 
is to make clear to the Israelites that God 
was not locked in to choosing them. He had 
rights and privileges to choose absolutely 
any people on the face of the earth for his 
redeeming purposes. And therefore when he 
calls himself “their God,” he does not mean 
that he is on a par with the gods of Egypt 
or the gods of Canaan. He owns those gods 
and their peoples. And if it had pleased him, 
he could have chosen a totally different 
people to accomplish his purposes. The 
SRLQW�RI�SXWWLQJ�YHUVHV����DQG����WRJHWKHU�
in this way is to stress the freedom and the 
universal rights and authority of God.

The Way God Exercises His 
Freedom
7KH�VHFRQG�WKLQJ�WR�QRWLFH�LV�LQ�YHUVH�����
the way God exercises his freedom is to “set 
his love upon the fathers.” That means that 
God freely chose to make Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob the object of his delight and love. 
God’s love for the fathers of Israel was 
free and merciful and wasn’t constrained 
by anything that the fathers were in their 
Jewishness or in their virtue.

One of the ways God makes this clear is 
that when Abraham has two sons, Ishmael 
and Isaac, God only chooses one of them, 
Isaac. And when Isaac has two sons, Jacob 
and Esau, even before they were born, God 
only chooses Jacob, not Esau, to continue 
the line of his chosen people. And Paul 
VWUHVVHV�LQ�5RPDQV�����²���WKDW�WKH�UHDVRQ�
for this was to show that God’s election is 

The Pleasure of God in Election
by John Piper - used with permission



7KH�6ZRUG�	�7URZHO� ��

free and unconditional. It is not based on 
Jewishness or virtue or faith; it is free, and 
therefore completely merciful and gracious.

Why Did God Love and Choose 
Israel?
One other place in Deuteronomy where this 
is stressed is 6:6–7. Moses describes the 
election of Israel like this:

6) For you are a people holy to the Lord 
your God; the Lord your God has chosen 
you to be a people for his own possession, 
out of all the peoples that are on the face of 
the earth. 7) It was not because you were 
more in number than any other people that 
WKH�/RUG�VHW�KLV�ORYH�XSRQ�\RX�>OLWHUDOO\��
GHOLJKWHG�LQ�\RX@�DQG�FKRVH�\RX��IRU�\RX�
were the fewest of all peoples; 8) but it was 
because the Lord loves you and is keeping 
the oath which he swore to your fathers, that 
the Lord has brought you out with a mighty 
hand, and redeemed you from the house of 
bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 

This passage teaches again the freedom of 
God’s grace in loving and choosing Israel. 
Notice the question that verse 7 raises: Why 
did God “set his love upon you (or delight in 
\RX��DQG�FKRRVH�\RXµ"�9HUVH���VD\V�LW�ZDV�
not because of their greatness. They were 
very small, unlikely candidates for being 
chosen by God. Why then did God delight 
LQ�WKHP�DQG�FKRRVH�WKHP"

Because He Loved Them
Verse 8 gives two answers. First: “It 
is because the Lord loves you”. Now 
remember what the question was from 
verse 7. The question was: Why did God 
VHW�KLV�ORYH�XSRQ�\RX"�$QG�WKH�ÀUVW�DQVZHU�
Moses gives is: “Because he loves you.” 
He loves you because he loves you. That is 
what I mean by the freedom of God and the 
freedom of electing love. He doesn’t set his 
love upon them because they qualify for his 
love. He loves because he loves.

Because of His Oath to Their 
Fathers
But what about the second reason Moses 
gives in verse 8 for why God loved Israel 
and chose them and brought them out of 
(J\SW"�+H�VD\V�WKDW�LW�LV�EHFDXVH�*RG�ZDV�
“keeping the oath which he swore to their 
fathers.” Does this mean that God’s choice 
WR�ORYH�DQG�VDYH�ZDVQ·W�IUHH�DIWHU�DOO"�:DV�
KH�ERXQG�WR�VDYH�WKHP"�,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�VR�

The oath of blessing (referred to in v. 8) had 
been given to Abraham in divine freedom. 
,W�ZDV�FRQÀUPHG�LQ�IUHHGRP�WR�,VDDF�QRW�
,VKPDHO��DQG�LW�ZDV�FRQÀUPHG�LQ�IUHHGRP�
to Jacob not Esau. And in the same way 
God was free at the Red Sea to save that 
UHEHOOLRXV��3VDOP������²���JHQHUDWLRQ�RU�
to let them justly be destroyed by Pharaoh. 
God’s choice to rescue Israel at the Red 
Sea and make them into an earthly people 
for his name was free and merciful and 
gracious! It was simply an extension and 
SDUWLDO�IXOÀOOPHQW�RI�WKDW�ÀUVW�IUHH�RDWK�WKDW�
God made to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.

God’s Self-Glorifying Purpose in 
Electing Israel
6R�,�FRQFOXGH�IURP�'HXWHURQRP\������²���
and 7:6–8 that the way God decided to 
make a name for his glorious grace in the 
Old Testament was to choose a people for 
himself from all the peoples of the earth 
and to make that people the showcase of his 
redeeming work. And so you read in Isaiah 
that God created Israel “for his glory” (43:7) 
and that he formed them “that they might 
GHFODUH�>KLV@�SUDLVHµ����������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��
in order to extend the pleasure that God has 
in his own name, he chooses a people to 
enjoy and praise and proclaim that name. 
And so God has pleasure in election.

The Election of Individuals in the 
Church 
Now what happens in the New Testament 
ZLWK�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW"�:KDW�KDSSHQV�
is that God continues to rejoice in election, 
but now we move into a period when Israel 
as a people is no longer the focus of God’s 
dealings. He turns for now to the Gentiles 
and begins to assemble new people for 
himself called the church. He’s not done 
with Israel! But for now the focus is on the 
ingathering of the nations.

And since the church is not an ethnic group 
like Israel was, God doesn’t elect a whole 
nation for earthly purposes like he did Israel 
at the Red Sea. Instead the New Testament 
speaks of election as God’s choice of 
individuals to believe and become part of 
the redeemed people of God.

The Joy of the Trinity
/HW·V�WXUQ�ÀUVW�WR�/XNH��������7KH�UHDVRQ�
I choose this verse is because it is one of 
the two places in the New Testament where 
Jesus is said to rejoice, and my topic today 
is God’s pleasure or joy in election. The 

70 disciples have just returned from their 
preaching tours and reported their success 
WR�-HVXV��/XNH�ZULWHV�LQ�YHUVH����

In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy 
Spirit and said, “I thank thee, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to babes: 
yea, Father, for such was thy gracious will 
>OLWHUDOO\��IRU�WKXV�LW�ZDV�ZHOO�SOHDVLQJ�
EHIRUH�WKHH@�µ�

Notice that all three members of the Trinity 
are rejoicing here: Jesus is rejoicing, but it 
says he is rejoicing in the Holy Spirit. I take 
WKDW�WR�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�LV�ÀOOLQJ�
him and moving him to rejoice. Then at the 
end of the verse it describes the pleasure of 
God the Father. NIV: “Yes, Father, for this 
was your good pleasure.”

Now what is it that has the whole Trinity 
UHMRLFLQJ�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKLV�SODFH"�,W�LV�WKH�IUHH�
electing love of God to hide things from 
the intellectual elite and to reveal them to 
babes. And what is it that the Father hides 
IURP�VRPH�DQG�UHYHDOV�WR�RWKHUV"�9HUVH�
22 gives the answer: “No one knows who 
the Son is except the Father.” So what God 
the Father must reveal is the true spiritual 
identity of the Son.

So when the 70 disciples return from their 
evangelistic mission and give their report 
to Jesus, he and the Holy Spirit rejoice that 
God the Father has chosen, according to his 
own good pleasure, whose eyes he would 
open to the spiritual reality of his Son (cf. 
v. 23). They are glad that God has taken the 
initiative to choose a people for himself, 
and that it depends ultimately on the good 
pleasure of God.

God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are 
so bent on exalting God the Father that 
they rejoice when he exerts his wisdom 
and power and grace to choose a people for 
himself in a way that will confound all the 
man-centered expectations of the world. 
The wise are passed over in their pride and 
the babes, the unlikely, the helpless, are 
surprised with divine favor.

The tables are turned from what the world 
expects. The wisdom of man is put down. 
And the freedom of God’s grace is exalted 
when the prime candidates of the world are 

continued on page 18
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6LQFH�������WKH�/·$EUL�6\PSKRQ\�2UFKHVWUD�
has grown from a 25 person String ensemble 
to a symphonic orchestra performing in one 
RI�WKH�ÀQHVW�&RQYHQWLRQ�IDFLOLWLHV�LQ�1RUWK�
Georgia, the Northwest Georgia Trade and 
Convention Center, Dalton, Georgia. 

The L’Abri Symphony Orchestra’s beginnings 
FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�WR�WKH�IDOO�RI�������ZKHQ�
Gene and Betty Lindauere, founders, 
began teaching strings, brass, woodwinds, 
percussion and piano at the L’Abri Academy 
of Fine Arts in Dalton, Georgia. The L’Abri 
Academy of Fine Arts was organized by 
Dr. Ron McKinney which emphasized a 
Christian World and Life view in the Arts. 
Mr. Lindauere was an orchestra conductor 
and teacher from Maryland and had taught 
over 6,000 students violin, viola and cello. 
The orchestra was under the direction of 
Gene Lindauere until 2002 when Tracy Coats 
took the baton.

Under the direction of Tracy Coats the 
orchestra moved to the Colonnade, the 
theatre and convention center in the Catoosa 
County Civic Center. During Ms. Coats 
tenure, the symphony grew and performed 
several concerts each year. The orchestra has 
now returned to its roots and has moved to 
the Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention 
Center.

The symphony is an entirely volunteer 
organization which crosses generations 

Seated: Shashank Gairola (left), General Manager of the Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention Center, 
and Alan Wells, President, L’Abri Symphony Orchestra signing contract with the Convention Center for 
L’Abri to be the resident orchestra.  Standing from left are Board Members: Gene Lindauere, Jim Burdick, 
Ron McKinney, Betty Lindauere, Bob Shiflett, Cindy Shiflett, Glenda Rizer and John McDonald.

The L’Abri Board of Directors has 
announced that Rev. Larry Flanagan will 
begin his tenure as music conductor in the 
IDOO�RI�������0U��)ODQDJDQ�VSHQW����\HDUV�DV�
a Music Minister in churches in Tennessee, 
North Carolina and Georgia, including 
30 years as Minister of Music at First 
Baptist Church of Dalton, Georgia, until his 
UHWLUHPHQW�LQ�������

Larry Flanagan graduated from Belmont 
University, Nashville, Tennessee, in Music 
Education and continued his graduate 
studies in the School of Church Music at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas. He 
resides in Dalton, 
Georgia with his 
wife, Linda. They 
have three children, 
Larry Jr., Troy, and 
Bridgette Poag and 
four grandchildren.

and skill levels. A core of professional 
musicians, many of them music teachers, 
guide and mentor the amateur and student 
members, who range in age from mid-teens 
to senior citizens. No fees are charged, so 
HYHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VWUXJJOLQJ�ÀQDQFLDOO\�FDQ�
participate, learn, and nurture their love of 
music.

L’Abri is a faith-based orchestra that 
provides opportunities for area musicians 
to come together to play, learn, and grow 
in musicianship and to bring the orchestral 
experience to Dalton and Northwest Georgia.

Larry Flanagan

L’Abri Symphony Orchestra
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0DUFK�����������D�´SULQFH�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�
Israel” crossed the river from which there 
is no return and entered the eternal land of 
Beulah. Don McKinney, a fellow laborer in 
the Gospel, as well as a dear personal friend, 
died last month. He was deeply loved and 
respected for his effective ministry as well as 
his personal godliness. I knew him for forty 
years and learned much from him. I would 
like to write a book titled, “Great Christians I 
Have known.” Don would be among those at 
the top of the list.

When I remember Don I think of the three men 
who were described as “David’s mighty men.” 
7KH\�DUH�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�,,�6DPXHO���������

8 These are the names of David’s mighty 
men: Josheb-Basshebeth, a Tahkemonite, was 
chief of the Three; he raised his spear against 
eight hundred men, whom he killed in one 
encounter.

9 Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodai the 
Ahohite. As one of the three mighty men, 
he was with David when they taunted the 
Philistines gathered at Pas Dammie for 
battle. Then the men of Israel retreated, 10 
but he stood his ground and struck down the 
Philistines till his hand grew tired and froze 
to the sword. The LORD brought about a 
great victory that day. The troops returned to 
Eleazar, but only to strip the dead.

11 Next to him was Shammah son of Agee 
the Hararite. When the Philistines banded 
WRJHWKHU�DW�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ÀHOG�IXOO�
RI�OHQWLOV��,VUDHO·V�WURRSV�ÁHG�IURP�WKHP��
12 But Shammah took his stand in the middle 
RI�WKH�ÀHOG��+H�GHIHQGHG�LW�DQG�VWUXFN�WKH�
Philistines down, and the LORD brought 
about a great victory.

7KH�ÀUVW�PLJKW\�PDQ��-RVKHE�%DVVKEHWK��
“raised his spear,” meaning he took the 
initative, and fought and killed 800 men. 
Every one would have told him he was mad 
for taking on so many enemies at one time. 
But Josheb was not a man who played by 
percentages. He did what was right and 
necessary regardless of the cost or risk. One of 
our greater David’s men, Don McKinney, was 
like that. I do not know a single Christian who 
VR�ZLOOLQJO\�SDLG�VXFK�D�KLJK�SULFH�WR�ÀJKW�IRU�
the truth of God’s sovereign grace as Don. 

The second of David’s mighty men was 
Eleazar. Israel was confronted by the 
3KLOLVWLQHV�DQG�WKH\�ÁHG�LQ�IHDU��(OHD]DU�ZDV�
the one exception. He stood his ground and 
fought like a man till his hand grew tired 
and froze to the sword. One of the things 
that marked Don’s life and ministry was 
his determination to hold on to the sword of 
the Spirit as tightly as he could. When God 
showed him something in His Word, Don held 
on to it for dear life. On the night he was being 

tried for heresy for preaching sovereign 
grace he said, “I would rather push a 
fruit cart down the middle of Main 
VWUHHW�DQG�VHOO�EDQDQDV�IRU�ÀYH�FHQWV�
apiece, than I would deny that I owe all 
my salvation to the sovereign election 
of God’s grace.” He lost friends by 
taking an unpopular position when 
“that is what it says in the Book.” He 
had an uncompromising commitment 
to the truth of God’s word. The Bible 
stuck to him as if it grew there.

The third of David’s men was 
Shammah. Again Israel’s army was 
confronted by the Philistines in a 
OHQWLO�ÀHOG��$JDLQ�,VUDHO�ÁHG�LQ�IHDU�
but Shammah planted himself in the 
PLGGOH�RI�WKH�ÀHOG�DQG�IRXJKW�DQG�
defeated the Philistines. I am sure 

many folks told Shammah, “it was only a 
OHQWLO�ÀHOG��7KHUH�DUH�IDU�PRUH�VWUDWHJLF�SODFHV�
to defend.” Shammah would have said, “It is 
QRW�MXVW�D�OHQWLO�ÀHOG��LW�LV�*RG·V�OHQWLO�ÀHOG�µ�
Brother McKinney was jealous for all that 
belonged to God. What he did for His Lord 
ZDV�DOZD\V�ÀUVW�FODVV��7KHUH�ZHUH�QHYHU�
any small things that could be neglected or 
skipped over. If God said something in His 
word, that was the end of the argument. Do it!

Don will be greatly missed even as his 
ministry lives on in many ways. The “living 
epistles” that this mighty man leaves behind 
will continue to demonstrate what true 
greatness is in the sight of God. He will 
forever be an inspiration to me as a Christian, 
a teacher, and a pastor. I bless God for 
the privilege and joy of knowing him and 
ministering the Gospel of sovereign grace 
with him.

Tribute to Pastor Don McKinney
John G. Reisinger

Don McKinney (left) and John Reisinger, 
the original editor of Sword & Trowel and 
Sound of Grace.

Don McKinney preached the Gospel for 70 
years. He founded Heritage Baptist Church in 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, where he preached from 
1970-2009.
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Election
passed over and God surprises everyone 
with his choice of the babes. This is what 
make Jesus and the Holy Spirit rejoice—
the humbling of human pride and the 
exaltation of God’s freedom and grace.

God’s Two Goals in Election
This is exactly what Paul focuses on when 
he describes God’s election in forming the 
FKXUFK�LQ���&RULQWKLDQV�����²����$V�,�UHDG�
it, listen for this: what is being opposed 
and what is being promoted in the election 
GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKHVH�YHUVHV"

Consider your call, brethren; not many 
RI�\RX�ZHUH�ZLVH�>�@�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�ZRUOGO\�
standards, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth; but God chose 
>HOHFWLRQ�@�ZKDW�LV�IRROLVK�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�
shame the wise, God chose what is weak 
in the world to shame the strong, God 
chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, so that no human 
being might boast in the presence of God. 
He is the source of your life in Christ 
Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, 
RXU�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�DQG�VDQFWLÀFDWLRQ�DQG�
redemption; therefore, as it is written, “Let 
him who boasts, boast of the Lord.” 

The thought here is similar to the thought 
LQ�/XNH��������*RG�FKRRVHV�IUHHO\�ZKR�
will belong to his people. And he chooses 
in such a way as to accomplish two things, 
which are really two sides of the same 
FRLQ��,Q�YHUVH����WKH�JRDO�RI�HOHFWLRQ�LV�
“that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God.” The goal of God in 
election is the elimination of all human 
pride, all self-reliance, all boasting in man.

And the second goal of God in election, 
the other side of the coin, is given in verse 

����´/HW�KLP�ZKR�ERDVWV�ERDVW�LQ�WKH�
Lord.” In other words, take all boasting 
off of man and focus all boasting on God. 
Humble man and exalt Christ. Make man 
see his utter dependence on God’s mercy 
and magnify the glory of free grace. That’s 
why God has pleasure in election—it 
PDJQLÀHV�KLV�QDPH�

The Most Precious Act of Love in 
the Universe
But note this well! Those of you who 
know that you are sinners and ungodly 
and weak and helpless to save yourselves 
DQG�\HW�KDYH�VHHQ�LQ�-HVXV�DQ�DOO�VXIÀFLHQW�
Savior, and by the grace of God have been 
drawn to cast your life on him and hope in 
him and follow him—you will count the 
electing grace of God as the most precious 
act of love in all the universe.

And you will say with the apostle Paul 
in Romans 8: “Who shall bring any 
FKDUJH�DJDLQVW�*RG·V�HOHFW"�������:KR�VKDOO�
VHSDUDWH�XV�IURP�WKH�ORYH�RI�&KULVW"µ

continued from page 15

Reckless Abandon, available in paperback, 
inspires Christians to live with “reckless 
abandon.” I would encourage you to order a 
copy and be prepared to have your life 
challenged and changed.

David Sitton and his wife, Tommi, founded 
To Every Tribe Ministries where he 
currently serves as president. (www.
toeverytribe.com.) Reckless Abandon is 
available online and in stores now. 

Learn more at  
www.recklessabandonthebook.com  
Reprinted by permission from Christian Voice 
Magazine, May 2012. Dell Hyssong author.

Reckless Abandon
continued from page 7

Not saved are we by trying,
From self can come no aid;
‘Tis on the blood relying,

Once for our ransom paid.
‘Tis looking unto Jesus,
The Holy One and just;

‘Tis His great work that saves us—
It is not try, but trust!

No deeds of ours are needed
To make Christ’s merit more;
No frames of mind or feelings,

Can add to His great store;
‘Tis simply to receive Him,

The Holy One and just;
‘Tis only to believe Him—

It is not try, but trust!

By John Piper.  
©2012 Desiring God Foundation.  
Website: desiringGod.org. 

– Anonymous
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God had an only son and he was a missionary. 
A poor, poor example of him I am. But in this 
work I now live. And in this work, I wish to 
die.

David Livingstone,  
1813-1873, Missionary to Africa

Remember, when you see a missionary 
coming home broken in body and weary 
in soul, it isn’t the privations or dangers or 
things he’s done that leave a deep hurt; it’s 
the things he couldn’t do that break his heart.

Anonymous Missionary

I have seen, at different times, the smoke of 
a thousand villages - Villages whose people 
are without Christ, without God, and without 
hope in the world.

Robert Moffat, 1795-1883  
Pioneer Missionary to South Africa

We do not truly understand the gospel if 
we spend all of our time preaching it to 
Christians. The gospel is a missionary 
gospel. It is a communication of Good News 
to people and in places where the name of 
Christ is unknown.

David Sitton,  
President of To Every Tribe

I know enough about Satan to realize 
that he will have all his weapons ready 
for determined opposition. He would be a 
missionary simpleton who expected plain 
sailing in any work of God.

James O. Fraser, 1886-1938,  
Missionary to China

At the moment when I put the bread and wine 
into those dark hands, once stained with the 
blood of cannibalism, but now stretched out 
to receive and partake the emblems of the 
Redeemer’s love, I had a foretaste of the joy 
of Glory that well nigh broke my heart to 
pieces. I shall never taste a deeper bliss till 
,�JD]H�RQ�WKH�JORULÀHG�IDFH�RI�-HVXV�+LPVHOI�

John G. Paton, 1824-1907,  
Pioneer Missionary to New Hebrides

It is high time to make known the glad tidings 
in these dark regions of sin and spiritual 
bondage.

Samuel Marsden, 1764-1838,  
Missionary to Australia

,�QHYHU�PDGH�D�VDFULÀFH��2I�WKLV�ZH�RXJKW�QRW�
WR�WDON�ZKHQ�ZH�UHPHPEHU�WKH�JUHDW�VDFULÀFH�
which he made who left His Father’s throne 
on high to give Himself for us.

David Livingstone, 1813-1873,  
Missionary to Africa

When I get to Heaven they aren’t going to see 
much of me but my heels, for I’ll be hanging 
over the golden wall keeping an eye on the 
Lisu Church!

Isobel Kuhn, 1901-1957,  
Missionary to China

There is no neutral ground in the universe. 
Every square inch, every split second, is 
claimed by God and counterclaimed by 
Satan.

C.S. Lewis

If we are going to wait until every possible 
hindrance has been removed before we do a 
work for the Lord, we will never attempt to 
do anything.

T.J. Bach, 1881-1963,  
Missionary to Venezuela

I like men whose vision carries them far 
beyond their own horizons.

Kenneth Strachan, 1910-1965,  
Costa Rica

It is remarkable that God began this work 
among the Indians at a time when I had the 
least hope, and to my apprehension the least 
rational prospect of success.

David Brainerd, 1718-1747,  
Missionary to North American Indians

The greatest missionary is the Bible in the 
mother tongue. It never needs a furlough and 
is never considered a foreigner.

William Cameron Townsend, 1896-1982,  
Missionary to Peru and Mexico

We are a bunch of nobodies trying to exalt 
Somebody.

Jim Elliot, 1927-1956,  
Missionary martyr in Ecuador

7KHUH�DUH�JUDYH�GLIÀFXOWLHV�RQ�HYHU\�KDQG��
and more are looming ahead - Therefore, we 
must go forward.

William Carey, 1761-1834,  
Missionary to India

What we need to be assured of is not that we 
possess an excellent system of doctrine and 
ritual, but that the gift of the Holy Spirit is 
a reality.

Roland Allen, 1868-1947,  
Missionary to China

We dare not go on awakening interest in the 
gospel unless somehow we can nourish and 
preserve the results.

Clarence W. Jones, 1900-1986,  
Missionary to Ecuador

Every step in the progress of missions is 
directly traceable to prayer.

A.T. Pierson

I do not know how to make a man think 
seriously about sin and judgment, and must 
look to the work of the Holy Spirit for any 
hint of such a working.

Jim Elliot, 1927-1956,  
Missionary martyr in Ecuador

“God is most glorified in us when we are 
PRVW�VDWLVÀHG�LQ�+LPµ�

– John Piper

“If you don’t feel strong desires for the 
manifestation of the glory of God, it is not 
because you have drunk deeply and are 
VDWLVÀHG��,W�LV�EHFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�QLEEOHG�VR�
long at the table of the world. Your soul is 
stuffed with small things, and there is no 
URRP�IRU�WKH�JUHDW�µ�

– John Piper, A Hunger For God

“If you live gladly to make others glad in 
God, your life will be hard, your risks will 
EH�KLJK��DQG�\RXU�MR\�ZLOO�EH�IXOO�µ

– John Piper,  
Don’t Waste Your Life Study Guide

“Fight for us, O God, that we not drift numb 
and blind and foolish into vain and empty 
excitements. Life is too short, too precious, 
too painful to waste on worldly bubbles 
that burst. Heaven is too great, hell is too 
horrible, eternity is too long that we should 
SXWWHU�DURXQG�RQ�WKH�SRUFK�RI�HWHUQLW\�µ�

– John Piper

“The strength of patience hangs on our 
capacity to believe that God is up to 
something good for us in all our delays and 
GHWRXUV�µ�

– John Piper,  
Battling Unbelief: Defeating Sin with Superior Pleasure

“Christ did not die to forgive sinners who 
go on treasuring anything above seeing and 
savoring God. And people who would be 
happy in heaven if Christ were not there, 
will not be there. The gospel is not a way 
to get people to heaven; it is a way to get 
people to God. It’s a way of overcoming 
every obstacle to everlasting joy in God. If 
we don’t want God above all things, we have 
QRW�EHHQ�FRQYHUWHG�E\�WKH�JRVSHO�µ�

– John Piper,  
God Is the Gospel:  

Meditations on God’s Love as the Gift of Himself

Quotes
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Martin Luther
Martin Luther’s Evangelical Discovery. The demands of study for 
academic degrees and preparation for delivering lectures drove Mar-
tin Luther to study the Scriptures in depth. Luther immersed himself 
in the teachings of the Scripture and the early church. Slowly, terms 
like penance and righteousness took on new meaning. The contro-
YHUV\�WKDW�EURNH�ORRVH�ZLWK�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�KLV����7KHVHV�SODFHG�
even more pressure on the reformer to study the Bible. This study 
convinced him that the Church had lost sight of several central truths. 
To Luther, the most important of these was the doctrine that brought 
him peace with God. With joy, Luther now believed and taught that 
salvation is a gift of God’s grace.

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
'U��0DUWLQ�/OR\G�-RQHV�������������ZDV�D�3URWHVWDQW�&KULVWLDQ�PLQ-
LVWHU�ZKR�ZDV�KXJHO\�LQÁXHQWLDO�LQ�WKH�UHIRUPHG�ZLQJ�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�
evangelical movement in the 20th century. For almost 30 years, he 
was the minister of Westminster Chapel in London. Lloyd-Jones was 
strongly opposed to the liberal theology that had become a part of 
many Christian denominations in Wales and England, which he saw 
as unbiblical. He dis-
agreed with the broad 
church approach and 
encouraged evangeli-
cal Christians (par-
ticularly Anglicans) 
to leave their existing 
denominations, as he 
felt that true Christian 
fellowship could only 
take place amongst 
those who shared the 
same views.

C.H. Spurgeon
&KDUOHV�+DGGRQ�6SXUJHRQ�����������ZDV�(QJODQG·V�EHVW�NQRZQ�
preacher for most of the second half of the nineteenth century. In 
������MXVW�IRXU�\HDUV�DIWHU�KLV�FRQYHUVLRQ��6SXUJHRQ��WKHQ�RQO\�����
became pastor of London’s famed New Park Street Church (formerly 
pastored by the famous Baptist theologian John Gill). The congrega-
tion quickly outgrew their building, moved to Exeter Hall, then to 
Surrey Music Hall. In these venues Spurgeon frequently preached to 
DXGLHQFHV�QXPEHULQJ�PRUH�WKDQ����������DOO�LQ�WKH�GD\V�EHIRUH�HOHF-
WURQLF�DPSOLÀFDWLRQ��,Q������WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�PRYHG�SHUPDQHQWO\�WR�
the newly constructed Metropolitan Tabernacle. From http://www.
spurgeon.org/aboutsp.htm
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are surrounded by a complex of laws 
and statutes and social expectations 
and civic associations. All these 
function to restrain evil.

At the foundation of these restraints 
is the fear of God, which, even in 
an increasingly secular society, still 
retains a more powerful force than is 
often acknowledged.

Evil Answered at the Cross
Third, we must admit that there will 
be no fully satisfying answer to these 
questions in this life. Christians know 
that God is sovereign, and that nothing 
is outside of his control. We also know 
that he allows evil to exist, and human 
beings to commit moral atrocities. 
We cannot allow the sovereignty of 
God to be denied and evil allowed its 
independent existence. Nor can we 
deny the reality of evil and the horror 
of its threat to be lessened. We are 
reminded that evil can be answered 
only by a cross.

Theologian Henri Blocher explains 
this truth vividly in these words:
“Evil is conquered as evil because God 
turns it back upon itself. He makes the 
supreme crime, the murder of the only 
righteous person, the very operation 
that abolishes sin. The maneuver 
is utterly unprecedented. No more 
complete victory could be imagined. 
God responds in the indirect way that 
is perfectly suited to the ambiguity 
of evil. He entraps the deceiver in his 
own wiles. Evil, like a judoist, takes 
advantage of the power of good, which 
it perverts; the Lord, like a supreme 
champion, replies by using the very 
grip of the opponent.”

We must grieve with those who grieve. 
We must pray for Gospel churches in 
the Denver area who will be called 
upon for urgent ministry. We must 
pray for our nation and communities. 
And we must pray that God will guard 
ourselves from evil — especially our 
own evil. And we must point to the 
FURVV��:KDW�RWKHU�DQVZHU�FDQ�ZH�JLYH"

Dark Knight Mitchell Lynn
continued from page 6 continued from page 9

KDBC on Monday nights.  She began 
coming to church in Dalton even though 
it was an hour away because she believed 
the “Doctrines of Grace” (She had read Dr. 
David Martyn Lloyd-Jones).  When Mitchell 
was in 7th grade he started coming with her 
on alternate Sundays.  Jewel was faithful to 
teach Mitchell about the sovereignty of God 
and he believed salvation is by Christ alone.

In an interview with Mitchell, he said, “I 
know that it is all of God.  God has to save 
you.  It’s not your choice but God’s.”  Since 
he could drive as a Junior in high school, 
he continued to come, now bringing his 
grandmother with him. 

He is now a freshman at the University 
of Georgia and will study medicine with 
undergrad study in Bio-chemistry.  His 
last words to me at a fellowship gathering 
ZHUH��´3DVWRU�5RQ��SOHDVH�ÀQG�PH�D�JRRG�
church to attend while I am at Georgia.”  
+RZ�PDQ\����\HDU�ROG�IUHVKPDQ�LQ�FROOHJH�
are interested in expository preaching and 
DWWHQGLQJ�FKXUFK�DV�D�SULRULW\"��´0D\�WKH�
Lord go with you, Mitchell.”

Teaching theology to a heathen will not 
bring him to faith in Christ. He may learn 
the evangelical vocabulary and verbally 
DIÀUP�WKH�WUXWK��+H�PD\�DFFHSW�WKH�WUXWK�RI�
a list of gospel facts. But without a divine 
miracle to open his blind eyes and give him 
a new heart, he will only be a theologically 
informed pagan, not a Christian. ~ John 
MacArthur

$́OO�RXU�LQÀUPLWLHV��ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�DUH��DUH�
just opportunities for God to display His 
JUDFLRXV�ZRUN�LQ�XV�µ ~ Charles Spurgeon

“All that God has to do to harden people’s 
hearts is to remove the restraints. He gives 
them a longer leash. Rather than restricting 
their human freedom, He increases it. 
He lets them have their own way . . . It is 
not that God puts His hand on them to 
create fresh evil in their hearts; He merely 
removes His holy hand of restraint from 
WKHP�DQG�OHWV�WKHP�GR�WKHLU�RZQ�ZLOOµ ~ 
�6SURXO��&KRVHQ�%\�*RG��������

Beware: The 
Bible Is About to 
Threaten Your 
Smartphone 

Focus
By John Piper 

$UH�DSSV�D�WKUHDW�WR�*RG�IRFXV"�<HV��
%XW�LW�ZRUNV�ERWK�ZD\V��)LJKW�ÀUH�ZLWK�
ÀUH�

If you are reading your Bible on your 
computer or your smartphone or your 
iPad, the presence of the email app and 
the news apps and the Facebook app 
threaten every moment to drag your 
attention away from the word of God.

7UXH��)LJKW�WKDW��,I�\RXU�ÀQJHU�RIIHQGV�
you, cut it off. Or use any other 
YLUWXRXV�YLROHQFH��0DWWKHZ��������WKDW�
sets you free to rivet your soul on God.

But don’t take mainly a defensive 
SRVWXUH��)LJKW�ÀUH�ZLWK�ÀUH�

Why should we think of the Facebook 
DSS�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WKH�%LEOH�DSS"�:K\�QRW�
the Bible app threatening the Facebook 
app, and the email app, and the RSS 
IHHGHU��DQG�WKH�QHZV"

Resolve that today you will press the 
Bible app three times during the day. 
1R�ÀYH�WLPHV��7HQ�WLPHV��0D\EH�\RX�
will lose control and become addicted 
to Bible! Again and again get a two-
minute dose of life-giving Food. Man 
shall not live by Facebook alone.

I’m serious. Never has God’s voice 
been so easily accessible. The ESV app 
is free. The OliveTree BibleReader app 
is free. And so are lots of others. Let 
the Bible threaten your focus. Or better: 
Let the Bible bring you back to reality 
over and over during the day.

John Piper (@JohnPiper) is the Pastor 
for Preaching and Vision at Bethlehem 
Baptist Church (Minneapolis, MN) and 
the founder of Desiring God.

Quotes
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Famously referred to as “that Devil” by 
Union general William T. Sherman, Nathan 
Bedford Forrest is remembered by history 
as a fearsome yet skilled Confederate 
leader whose reputation has been marred 
by accusations of cold-blooded murder and 
racism. However, many may be surprised to 
know that the former slave trader and early 
member of the Ku Klux Klan eventually 
dedicated his life to God and became a 
staunch advocate for African Americans. 
This spiritual biography follows Forrest 
from his childhood through his conversion to 
&KULVWLDQLW\�LQ�������UHYHDOLQJ�D�KXPEOH�VLGH�
RI�WKH�HQLJPDWLF�KLVWRULFDO�ÀJXUH��)RFXVLQJ�
on the roles various individuals played in 
bringing the former general to Christ, details 
RQ�)RUUHVW·V�ÀQDO�\HDUV�GRFXPHQW�KLV�UDGLFDO�
transformation from a ruthless warrior to a 
pious Christian. 

“If all you know about Nathan Bedford 
)RUUHVW�LV�WKDW�KH�ZDV�¶ÀUVW�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�·�
you don’t know the real Forrest; you need to 
read this book.” -Michael R. Bradley, author, 
Nathan Bedford Forrest’s Escort and Staff

 “This description of redemption shows that 
even the worst of sinners can be changed 
into trophies of God’s grace.” -Rob Gallion, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Ridgway, Illinois 

“A must-read for those seeking redemption or 
for those who have found it. This book will 
take you on a journey that only the grace of 
God can give.” -Travis Yates, director, Ten-
Four Ministries 

Books are available at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Books-a-million and Pelican Publishing. 
Retail price is $23 but may be purchased at a discount from some distributors.  
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I serve as Pastor of Heritage Baptist Church in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. I was ordained as a Southern 
Baptist minister and graduated from Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary (Master of Divinity) and 
Northeastern State University (Bachelor of Business 
Admin.).  I co-host the radio program “Church & State” 
every Thursday on KELB radio in Lake Charles, and I write 
a weekly newspaper column for the “Linn County News” 
of Pleasanton, KS. My wife Erin and I have 3 children: 
Andrew, Savannah, & Karissa, whom we homeschool.


