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The picture of Kinsey Drive Baptist Church 
on the cover was photographed by Tim Peters. 
The photograph was take by a drone (a small 
helicopter) that was able to reach a height to 
capture the whole building. Kinsey Drive will 
be celebrating 40 years as a congregation on 
December 7, 2014 with a special service and 
meal. Dr. Robert Mounts, the founding pastor, 
will be preaching on Sunday at 11am. We 
invite you to come and celebrate with us on 
this momentous occasion. KDBC has been the 
birth place and supporter of several different 
institutions including, Kinsey Drive Christian 
Academy, Christian Heritage School, L’Abri 
Academy of Fine Arts, L’Abri Symphony 
Orchestra, Northwest Georgia Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, To Every Tribe Ministry 
and the  Gospel Light Foundation for the 
Blind. To God be the Glory!

Reflections on the Loss  
of Our Daughter

by Fred G. Zaspel

For a dozen or so years our daughter, 
Gina, suffered unspeakably from more 
maladies and on more levels — physical 
and otherwise — than I could begin 
adequately to explain. The infection that 
ravished her central nervous system, the 
years of sleeplessness, the constant nausea, 
the passing out and the many falls and 
concussions that came as a result, the severe 
and relentless headache pain, the haunting 
hallucinations, the struggles with confusion, 
the blood clots, the systemic infections, 
and so very much more, all in the extreme, 
made her life the most severely agonized I 
have ever witnessed. Amazingly — yet true 
to form — she found moments of laughter 
almost daily, and we delighted in her 
company even while hurting for her. But the 
suffering became increasingly severe on so 
many fronts. And as we watched her suffer, 
how we prayed, often in despair, that God 
would deliver her from it all.

About three years ago he did. In a dramatic 
and miraculous moment the disease was 
gone, and for a short while it seemed her 
life had been returned to her. But further 
setbacks were to follow. The suffering again 
became intense and unspeakable. Until 
ÀQDOO\��RQ�7KXUVGD\��2FWREHU�����LW�ZDV�DOO�
over. Forever. Gina is now with the Lord.

At several points over the years it seemed 
she was dying, but then she would rally. 
And on occasions she and even we could 
have wished it for her sake — her suffering 
was so awful, death would have been 
considered a mercy. We still feel all that, 

(Note: We have been touched by the generous outpouring of 

love from God’s people. We wish we could thank each of you 

individually, but please know of our heart-felt gratitude for your 

many recent expressions of love and encouragement. – FGZ)

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

but nothing could 
have prepared us 
for the pain we 
now feel over our loss. She was Daddy’s 
girl, Mommy’s soul mate, and brother’s very 
closest friend. We are a very close family, 
and we loved Gina more than words could 
ever express — and we told her so many, 
many times every day, verbally and with 
countless hugs and kisses. Surely a day will 
never pass, in this life, without sensing this 
deep, gaping hole in our hearts. We just 
cannot imagine life without Gina. How we 
loved her.

I have often suspected over the years that 
Christians who romanticize death have 
likely never experienced the loss of a close 
loved one. Death remains a dreaded and a 
devastating enemy, and there is just no way 
to make it pretty. It still stings, deeply so, 
and when it comes close like this it leaves 
us feeling all but completely undone.

Yet for Christians there truly is a difference. 
And during this past week since Gina 
passed, agonizing as it has been, we have 
OHDUQHG�ÀUVW�KDQG�WKDW�ZH�UHDOO\�GR�QRW�
sorrow as those who have no hope. The 
weighty promises and massive truths that 
God has revealed to us in his Word truly are 
life-shaping and soul anchoring, and they 
provide a sure point of reference for even 
the most hurting heart.

United to Christ by faith Gina belonged 
— and belongs — to God. And through 

Continued. See Gina on page 20 

http://www.credomag.com/2013/11/13/reflections-on-the-loss-of-our-daughter-fred-zaspel/
http://www.credomag.com/2013/11/13/reflections-on-the-loss-of-our-daughter-fred-zaspel/
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Fall Missions Conference
November 15-16, 2014

Kinsey Drive Baptist Church
2626 Kinsey Drive

Dalton, Georgia 30720

Sponsored by Kinsey Drive Baptist Church 

For More Information Call KDBC @ 706 277 3505 or 706 280 9343

Fall Conference Schedule
Saturday, November 15th  9:30 AM  .....Continental Breakfast

 10:00 AM  ..Concert with Wesley Crider World Champion Guitarist

 11:00 AM  ...Ed Fleming, Missionary to India (Visual presentation)

Sunday, November 16th 11:00 AM ....Sunday morning worship - Ed Fleming preaching

 12:00 PM  ...“Thanksgiving Dinner” in the Fellowship Hall

 1:30 PM  .....Presentation of the work in INDIA by Missionary Ed Fleming.

Special Musical Guest
Wesley Crider will be presenting a concert Saturday Morning at 10 AM of Gospel music 
in the KDBC Fellowship Hall. Wesley is the international Fingerstyle Guitar Champion in 
the Chet Atkins and Merle Travis competition events. The concert is free and there will be 
a continental breakfast prior to the concert at 9:30 AM. Wesley is a born-again believer and 
plays to the glory of God. Join us for this special music.

We are pleased to have Ed Fleming from Pennsylvania as our 
Fall Missions Conference speaker. Ed and his wife, Donna, 
have served for 45 years in ministry as pastor of churches 
in the Northeast. They have been married 42 years and have 
four children and seven grandchildren with one coming in 
February, 2015. Over the years Ed has traveled to 20 various 
countries on missions trips. At age 65, his one passion is to 
“end well” for Jesus Christ and the sake of the Gospel. It has 
driven him to go to India. He has focused his last years to 
partner with a church/pastor in Nagpur, India to establish a 
training center. The purpose is to equip and send out Indian 
pastors to the unreached peoples of Northern India. He will be 
sharing his vision and passion with us during this conference. 
Please plan to be with us for a special emphasis on the nation 
of India.

Ed Fleming

Wesley Crider



Tribute to Herman Caldwell
By Betty Lindauere

June 15th, 2014

Every story has a beginning, a middle and an end. Herman 
Caldwell’s story began July 11, 1942 at Hamilton Memorial 
Hospital in Dalton, Ga. He was a fairly typical little boy growing 
up. He had an older brother and two younger brothers. They were 
a very close-knit family. His Dad was a hardware salesman. His 
0RP�ÀUVW�ZRUNHG�LQ�D�FKHQLOOH�IDFWRU\��ODWHU�ZDV�D�VHFUHWDU\�IRU�
various businesses. 

Herman was always an energetic and inquisitive child. And like 
all children of that era, he had chores. The family lived in 
Crow Valley and had a large garden. One day his Mom 
gave him and the two younger brothers the job of 
picking a bushel basket of lima beans before 
she came home from work. The boys would 
rather go swimming in the old swimming 
KROH��6R�WKH\�ÀOOHG�WKH�EDVNHW�ZLWK�OHDYHV�
and put the lima beans on top, then went 
swimming. When Mom came home and 
discovered the deception, the boys had 
to pick two baskets of lima beans for 
their punishment. 

Herman and Pat , his future wife, 
knew one another in grade school 
and at church. In fact, Herman’s 
0RP�ZDV�3DW·V�ÀUVW�6XQGD\�6FKRRO�
teacher. As teenagers they attended 
mostly Sunday School and church 
functions as a group. Gradually they 
singled one another out and became 
a couple. 

One escapade Herman participated 
in as a teen was putting the principal’s 
small car inside the high school! He was 
also known to have skipped school a few 
times.

$V�D�WHHQDJHU��+HUPDQ·V�ÀUVW�MRE�ZDV�DV�D�EDJ�
boy at the local super market. He also loved singing 
with his brothers as a quartet or duet, or as an occasional 
VRORLVW��+H�DOVR�ORYHG�ÀVKLQJ��ERDWLQJ�DQG�ZDWHU�VNLLQJ��$IWHU�
graduation from high school he attended architectural school in 
Atlanta. 

When he was 21 in 1963 he married Pat and they honeymooned in 
Daytona Beach, Florida. Three years later in 1966 he was drafted 
into the Army and sent to Vietnam. This was a challenging time 
IRU�ERWK�RI�WKHP��6JW��+HUPDQ�ÀQDOO\�JRW�5	5�LQ�+DZDLL��$W�KHU�
HQG��3DW�PDGH�DOO�WKH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�KHU�ÁLJKW�WR�+DZDLL��KHU�
ÀUVW�SODQH�ULGH��DQG�WKH�KRWHO��:KHQ�VKH�PHW�XS�ZLWK�+HUPDQ��VKH�
discovered he had been named soldier of the month and the Army 
paid for a room in the best hotel, several meals, and a rental car for 
the week. So much for Pat’s arrangements! By the way, she got her 

money back on all arrangements she had make. When Herman’s 
tour was over, he returned to Dalton with his Purple Heart and 
several other medals. 

He and Pat settled down to civilian life with their daughter 
Krisie. With his job in the carpet industry he rose to become Vice 
President of International Sales for Tuftco Finishers-Dalton. This 
involved a lot of travel. Herman logged over a million miles with 
ÁLJKWV�WR�*HUPDQ\��&KLQD��6DXGL�$UDELD��$EX�'KDEL��0H[LFR��

South America, Canada, Africa, and places in the United 
States. His church family called him their traveling 

missionary. 

Pat described Herman as very meticulous and 
a perfectionist. He had four small closets 

in his home for himself. In one he kept 
his dress shirts, color coordinated. In 
another he had his short sleeved shirts. 
In another he had his trousers, suits 
and ties also color coordinated. 
And in the fourth he had his casual 
jackets. 

Herman’s church life meant 
everything to him. He was saved 
as a young lad and was in church 
every time the doors were opened. 
His social life revolved around 
the church. For many years he was 
D�GHDFRQ�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�RIÀFHU�IRU�
his church. His meticulousness, 

perfectionism, attention to detail, 
and practicality came into play with 

his ministry of money management. 
With only the one daughter, his church 

became his family. He was deeply 
concerned with their spiritual walk and 

helped wherever and whenever he could. 
Sunday family dinners were a delightful must. 

If one was fortunate enough to attend one of those 
dinners, he was indeed blessed. Herman was an avid 

reader. He enjoyed many different types of material, but 
mostly Christian. And he remembered everything he read! His 
OLIH�SDVVDJH�ZDV�3KLOLSSLDQV�������´5HMRLFH�LQ�WKH�/RUG�DOZD\V��
again I will say, rejoice! Let your forbearing spirit be known to all 
men. The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 

A sad cloud settled over Herman and his family when he received 
the diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. On January 22, 2013 when the 
ER Doctor told him he had a huge mass on his pancreas and it 
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looked very cancerous, Herman’s response 
was, “God is still in control”. That was his 
feeling for the next nine months and three 
days. Even with his treatments he rarely 
missed a day at church. He tried to schedule 
his treatments at Tennessee Oncology/
Sarah Cannon Research Center, Nashville, 
Tennessee so he wouldn’t miss a church 
service. This was not always possible. He 
and Pat celebrated their 50th anniversary 
during these days. Herman was feeling 
pretty decent that March 17. He and two 
of his brothers sang a mini concert for his 
many friends at the celebration party. But it 
soon became apparent that physical healing 
was not going to happen. Pat recalls one 
of their last conversations when she told 
Herman, “Well, we at least got 50 years.” To 
which he answered, “And I enjoyed every 
minute of it.” His earthly life ended on 
October 25, 2013 when he lost his valiant 
ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�SDQFUHDWLF�FDQFHU��

But in truth, it was the beginning of his real 
eternal life.

Can You Play Second Fiddle?
by Gary George

“It is better to be humble in spirit with the lowly, than… with the proud” 
–Prov. 16:19

:H�DOZD\V�ZDQW�WR�EH�ÀUVW��WKH�SUHWWLHVW��WKH�IXQQLHVW��WKH�ZHDOWKLHVW��WKH�VPDUWHVW��HYHQ�
the greatest. Ask a coach, he’ll tell you how important the second-string bench players 
are to a team or ask an orchestra conductor how important are those who play second 
ÀGGOH��/HRQDUG�%HUQVWHLQ��WKH�JUHDW�FRQGXFWRU�RI�WKH�1<�3KLOKDUPRQLF�VDLG��´,�FDQ�
DOZD\V�JHW�SOHQW\�RI�ÀUVW�YLROLQLVWV��EXW�WR�ÀQG�RQH�ZKR�SOD\V�VHFRQG�ÀGGOH�LV�GLIÀFXOW��
And yet if no one plays second we have no harmony.”

Are you interested in playing the instrument for the role the great Conductor has for 
\RXU�OLIH�DQG�IRU�KLV�EDQG"�,W·V�QRW�ZKLFK�ÀGGOH�\RX�SOD\�WKDW�PDWWHUV��LW·V�KRZ�WKH�
symphony sounds.

Lord I would place my hand in Thine, nor ever murmur or ever repine, content whatever 
lot I see, since ‘tis my God that leadeth me.

The Sword & Trowel 5
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Tom, I appreciate your honesty in 
admitting on national TV that Super Bowl 
championships and Pro Bowl appearances 
do not ultimately satisfy what you long for 
from somewhere deep inside. What you feel 
is not unique. And your questions really 
do have answers. Others have asked them 
throughout history. Many have found the 
answer in what God has revealed in the 
Bible.

Augustine, an African Christian leader 
from the 5th century is an example. During 
his years of pursuing sensual pleasure and 
knowledge, he experienced that longing for 
something more that you described. Later, 
DV�KH�UHÁHFWHG�RQ�LW��KH�H[SUHVVHG�LW�OLNH�WKLV�
in a prayer, “Lord, you made us for yourself 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in 
you.”

The 17th century mathematician, Blaise 
Pascal, also understood this longing and 
wrote about it in his famous, Pensees. “All 
men seek happiness...without exception,” 
he wrote. “Whatever different means they 
employ, they all tend to this end. The cause 
of some going to war, and of others avoiding 
it, is the same desire in both, attended with 
different views. The will never takes the 
least step but to this object. This is the 
motive of every action of every man, even 
of those who hang themselves.”

That is why you play football. You, like 
every other person, are on a quest for 
happiness. Like very few people, you have 
experienced all the happiness that the 
SLQQDFOH�RI�VXFFHVV�LQ�\RXU�ÀHOG�FDQ�RIIHU��
Yet, like everyone else, you have discovered 
WKDW�VXFK�KDSSLQHVV�LV�ÁHHWLQJ��$V�3DVFDO�

goes on to explain, that 
is the inevitable result 
of every quest that does 
not recognize that God 
himself is the only object 
WKDW�FDQ�ÀOO�WKH�HPSWLQHVV�
that we all experience.

One of the books in 
WKH�%LEOH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�
addresses the futility of 
WU\LQJ�WR�ÀQG�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�
apart from God. 
Ecclesiastes says that 
everything is “vanity.” 

Solomon, the author, pursued wisdom, 
knowledge, success and pleasure, but 
nothing could ultimately satisfy. Yet the 
TXHVW�WR�ÀQG�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�LV�LQHYLWDEOH�
because, as he put it, God “has put eternity 
into man’s heart” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

So, the reason that your 3 Super Bowl 
rings leave you thinking that there is 
still something greater out there for you 
is because there is. You were made for 
something far greater than football, wealth, 
fame and success. You were made for God.

Genesis 1 and 2 teaches us that God made 
people in his own image. Originally, 
men and women were in a joyful and 
harmonious relationship with their Creator. 
But, as Genesis 3 tells us, that peaceful 
UHODWLRQVKLS�GLG�QRW�ODVW��7KH�ÀUVW�PDQ��
Adam, disobeyed God with the result that 
the whole human race became separated 
from God and liable to His judgment.

The Bible calls this disobedience, sin. And 
sin has left every person spiritually opposed 
to God. So, our predicament is this--we 
were made by God, for God. Yet, we are no 
longer able to know and enjoy God because 
our sin has separated us from him. That 
leaves us in a spiritually lost condition. Our 
only hope is to be rescued.

That is exactly what God did by sending 

Tom Brady, your questions have answers
by Tom Ascol

Tom Brady, the 3-time Super Bowl 
champion quarterback of the New England 
Patriots was featured the week in a 60 
Minutes interview with Steve Kroft on 
CBS. Brady is already a sports legend in 
one of the citadels of professional sports 
in America, Boston. His current team is 
�����DQG�LV�SRLVHG�WR�ÀQLVK�WKH�VHDVRQ�
undefeated, something that hasn’t been done 
in the NFL in 35 years. He has won the 
Super Bowl MVP twice and been named to 
the Pro Bowl 4 times. He also was recently 
named the Associated Press’ “Male Athlete 
of the Year.”

He has dated actresses and supermodels 
and makes millions of dollars a year. He 
has been called America’s most eligible 
bachelor. By most popular standards, he has 
it all. That is why I was struck by hearing 
him make the following statement during 
the interview:

“Why do I have three Super Bowl rings 
and still think there’s something greater 
out there for me? I mean, maybe a lot of 
people would say, ‘Hey man, this is what is.’ 
I reached my goal, my dream, my life. Me, 
I think, ‘God, it’s got to be more than this.’ 
I mean this isn’t, this can’t be what it’s all 
cracked up to be.”

When Kroft asked him, “What’s the 
answer?” Brady responded, “I wish I knew. 
I wish I knew. I love playing football and I 
love being quarterback for this team. But 
at the same time, I think there are a lot of 
RWKHU�SDUWV�DERXW�PH�WKDW�,·P�WU\LQJ�WR�ÀQG�µ

Here is what I would say to Tom Brady, if 
given the chance to discuss this with him:

Tom Brady, New England Patriots three-time Super 
Bowl Champion quarterback.

http://www.patriots.com/team/index.cfm?ac=playerbio&bio=566
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/11/03/60minutes/main1008148.shtml
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20071221/ap_on_sp_fo_ne/ye_male_athlete_brady
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20071221/ap_on_sp_fo_ne/ye_male_athlete_brady


How long do you think your marriage will 
ODVW"�:LOO�\RX�PDNH�LW�DQRWKHU�ÀYH�\HDUV"�
Ten? Fifty?

I think we can all agree that it’s not going 
to last very long — not in light of eternity.

Eternity changes how we enjoy marriage 
and everything else in this life. Eternity 
changes how we love. It would be unloving 
to get my wife and kids so focused on this 
life that they are unprepared for the next. 
Some Christians emphasize marriage so 
much that it might lead some to believe 
the goal of Christianity is to have a happy 
marriage, and God becomes a means to 
that end. I hear many Christians thank 
God for their families more than they 
thank him for the cross. Obviously God 
wants us to love our families, but let’s be 
careful.

Which Passage Would Jesus 

Quote?

Don’t get me wrong, I love being married. 
After twenty years, I love my wife Lisa 
more than ever. One of the keys to our 
marriage, however, has been to keep 
marriage in its proper place. While God 
commands us to value marriage, he also is 
clear that we must not over-value it. After 
all, we are on a mission during our brief 
time on earth. That’s why Paul says,

Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek 
to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do 
not seek a wife. But if you do marry, you 
have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman 
marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who 
marry will have worldly troubles, and I 
would spare you that. This is what I mean, 
brothers: the appointed time has grown very 
short. From now on, let those who have 

wives live as though they had none. (1 
Corinthians 7:27–29)

Paul who wrote Ephesians 5 also wrote 
1 Corinthians 7. The one who said 
“husbands love your wives as Christ loved 
the church” also wrote “let those who 
have wives live as though they had none.” 
:H�QHHG�WR�ÀQG�WKH�KHDOWK\�WHQVLRQ�RI�
obeying both passages. And let’s not forget 
the words of Jesus: “If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate his own father and 
mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 
cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:25–26).

Our tendency, when teaching on marriage, 
is to dismiss some of these passages with 
a sentence or two, and then quickly return 
to Ephesians 5. But is that okay? Or could 
it be that God wants us to emphasize all 
of these passages equally? Give them 
equal “air time”? Which passages would 
Jesus quote if he performed a wedding 
ceremony this weekend?

It’s understandable that we spend a lot of 
time teaching through Ephesians 5. After 
all, families are falling apart. Divorces 
are happening at an alarming rate. There 
is a crisis in the church. Husbands are 
neglecting their wives and vice versa. At 
ÀUVW�WKRXJKW��LW�PD\�HYHQ�VHHP�GDQJHURXV�
to teach certain passages. Human wisdom 
tells us to skip passages that warn us that 
our families can distract us from kingdom 
work. But preaching the “whole counsel 
of God’s word” means we value, trust, and 
teach the whole Bible.

Marriage on the Edge of Eternity

Francis and his wife are co-authors of You and 
Me Forever: Marriage in Light of Eternity.

Continued next page
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his Son, Jesus Christ, into the world. Jesus 
came on a search and rescue mission. He 
came to reconcile people to God. And he 
accomplished this mission by living on 
earth as a representative of sinners like 
you and me. Though he had all kinds of 
opportunity and lots of pressure to disobey 
God, he never did. He lived the kind of 
life of complete obedience to God that 
you and I are obligated to live. Then, in 
DQ�DFW�RI�LQFUHGLEOH�ORYH�DQG�VDFULÀFH��KH�
stood before God a substitute for any and 
all sinners who are willing to trust him as 
Lord. He exchanged his life for theirs by 
enduring God’s wrath against sin in his 
death on the cross. That is what enables 
God to forgive us of our sins.

Jesus put it like this: “The Son of Man has 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost” (Luke 19:10). And this: “The Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45). Jesus was born in order 
to save people who are lost. And he has 
accomplished that salvation by giving up his 
life on the cross.

When God raised Jesus from the dead 
after 3 days, it was a clear demonstration 
that everything Jesus came to accomplish 
had been achieved. By his life, death and 
resurrection, a way has been opened for 

God’s fallen image-bearers to be brought 
back into a life-changing relationship with 
their Creator. That is the meaning of one 
of the best-known verses in the Bible, John 
3:16, “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.”

The key, then, for us, is faith. We must 
place our trust in Jesus Christ. That means 
that we must bow to him as Lord, commit 
ourselves to him and become his followers. 
When you trust Christ you receive eternal 
life here and now. You come to experience 
life that is abundant and full of joy (John 
��������������

You see, there is more to life than great 
success. There is God. Until you come to 
NQRZ�KLP��\RXU�KHDUW�ZLOO�QHYHU�EH�VDWLVÀHG��
no matter how many Super Bowls you win. 
So, keep being honest with yourself. Keep 
thinking about the “something more” that 
you have been created for. And go read 
your Bible to discover for yourself what 
WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�LV��:KHQ�\RX�ÀQG�LW��KXPEOH�
yourself before Jesus Christ, and become 
his follower. Trust Him. Ask him to make 
you right with God.

7KHQ��DQG�RQO\�WKHQ��ZLOO�\RXU�KHDUW�ÀQG�WKH�
rest that it craves.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%207.27%E2%80%9329
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%207.27%E2%80%9329
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2014.25%E2%80%9326
http://www.amazon.com/You-Me-Forever-Marriage-Eternity/dp/0990351408/
http://www.amazon.com/You-Me-Forever-Marriage-Eternity/dp/0990351408/


Don’t Get It Backwards

Because divorce runs so rampant even in 
the church, it makes sense that we tend to 
overcompensate by emphasizing marriage 
more than Scripture does. But by doing so, 
we may be hurting marriages rather than 
mending them. Couples become self-centered, 
rather than mission-focused. Singles who once 
radically served Jesus now spend their days 
merely improving and enjoying their marriage. 
Either that, or they quarrel incessantly and 
spend their days in counseling and despair. 
Either way, they become virtually worthless 
for kingdom purposes. Can you think of any 
couples that serve Jesus more faithfully now 
that they’re married? It doesn’t have to be this 
way. This is why Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 7. 
´,�VD\�WKLV�IRU�\RXU�RZQ�EHQHÀW��QRW�WR�OD\�DQ\�
restraint upon you, but to promote good order 
and to secure your undivided devotion to the 
Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:35).

The goal is “undivided devotion to the Lord.” 
Meditate on those words. Remember that the 
%LEOH�LV�QRW�D�ERRN�DERXW�PDUULDJH��LW�LV�D�ERRN�
about God. The best thing we can do with our 
brief lives is to devote ourselves to him and his 
mission. This is the goal. And marriage can 
actually help us achieve this goal. That’s why 
Paul encourages marriage for those who are 
tempted sexually. A healthy marriage helps 
to prevent temptations that would destroy our 
effectiveness. But remember that the goal is to 
be completely devoted to God. Marriage can 
be used as a means of improving our devotion 
to Jesus. Let’s not get it backwards and think of 
him as the means of improving our marriages.

The Bible is not a book about marriage, it is a 
book about God. 

Lisa once described our marriage as a long 
episode of “The Amazing Race.” If you’ve 
never seen the show, it’s a competition where a 

person chooses a partner and then races around 
the world against other couples. Her point was 
that she and I view our lives much like the 
contestants on that show. Like Paul, we see 
our lives on earth like a race (1 Corinthians 
9:24–27���:H�GRQ·W�KDYH�WLPH�WR�ÀJKW��QRU�
to settle down. We are in pursuit of a prize. 
We are trying to make as many disciples as 
possible (Matthew 28:18–20), at as much depth 
as possible. There will be plenty of time to 
FHOHEUDWH�DIWHU�ZH�FURVV�WKH�ÀQLVK�OLQH��)RU�QRZ��
we just keep running.

(QWHU�WKH�%DWWOHÀHOG�7RJHWKHU
The Bible teaches that we are in a real war with 
a real enemy (2 Corinthians 10:3–4��Ephesians 
6:10–20). God has given us a mission, so we 
cannot allow ourselves to “get entangled in 
civilian pursuits” (2 Timothy 2:3–4).

Picture a nice house with a white picket fence 
and your happy family lounging inside. Now 
imagine a full-scale war unfolding just a few 
blocks away. Your friends and neighbors 
DUH�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�OLYHV�ZKLOH�\RX�DUH�
remodeling your kitchen and hanging your new 
big screen TV. You have contractors installing 
better windows so you can tune out all of the 
noise.

Being in war together may be what keeps us 
from being at war with each other.

It is a pretty pathetic picture, but it’s an 
appropriate comparison for the lives that are 
offered to so many Christian couples. They are 
ignoring Jesus’s mission in hopes of enjoying 
this life. But don’t fall for it. Real life is found 
in the battle. Right now, we have many brothers 
and sisters being tortured overseas because 
of their faith. Let’s pray for them and be 
HQFRXUDJHG�E\�WKHLU�H[DPSOH�WR�HQWHU�WKH�ÀJKW�

Being in war together may be what keeps us 
from being at war with each other. Rather than 
neglecting the battle to work on your marriage, 
maybe the best thing for your marriage is to 
HQWHU�WKH�EDWWOHÀHOG�WRJHWKHU�

Marriage on the Edge of Eternity
continued

Bad Theology Can Kill

8 The Sword & Trowel

Several years ago there was an article entitled, 
“Bad Theology Can Kill” written about the case 
of Wesley Parker who died because his parents 
refuse to give him insulin for his diabetic condition. 
The story goes like this, “Lawrence and Alice 
Parker went to church with their 11-year-old son, 
Wesley, one August Sunday morning. Wesley was 
diabetic, kept alive like thousands of other diabetic 
people by insulin. When the visiting preacher, at 

the climax of this Sunday morning service, invited 
people to receive prayer for healing, the Parkers 
brought Wesley forward. The preacher laid his 
hands on the boy, prayed that God would heal him, 
and then announced his belief that God had indeed 
heard their prayer and would heal. Lawrence and 
Alice Parker went home rejoicing in faith.”

Now the Parkers were no lukewarm believers. 

They wanted to put their trust in God alone. 
Without reservations they withheld the insulin 
believing that there was no need for it any longer 
now that Wesley was healed. It was all the way 
with God – No back up man-made resources “just 
in case.” The premise was that God does things 
right and whole – for those that believe! It was 
their faith which was the instrument of his healing. 

Three days later, Wesley fell into a coma and died. 

Maybe his parents were poor simple-minded 
people. Their own pastor admitted that he thought 
they were making a terrible mistake. The church, 
he protested, never meant to encourage people to 
gamble that much on their faith.  He was really 
saying that the church does not expect people to 
practice their theology consistently.  A number of 
years before this case I remember seeing something 
very similar happened after a “faith healer” had 
visited our city.  A lady in the congregation who 
wasn’t diabetic believed that she was healed and 
therefore discontinued her insulin.  She was told, if 
she believed enough, have faith enough, she would 
be healed.  Though she was sincere and devout, it 
did not keep her from dying.  She drew a consistent 
conclusion from a bad theology. 

No matter how it is guarded, Faith healing is built 
on the premise that God is waiting to heal all of 
their diseases but it is check-mated by man’s lack of 
faith.  But what they call Faith is nothing more than 
practicing positive thinking.  It is presumption.

Does this mean that we do not pray for the sick? 
Certainly not. We pray for the sick as the Scriptures 
teach us, but we submit to “the will of God.” We 
are taught that when we pray we are to ask, “Thy 
will be done.” I remember hearing Oral Roberts 
interviewed and asked why that not everyone for 
whom he prays are healed.  His response was, 
“Well, sometimes God acts sovereignly.” 

God is sovereign and does not act uniformly, 
and we are both responsible agents and utterly 
dependent upon Him, and therefore must not act 
irrationally nor presumptuously.  We must thank 
God for insulin, and to honor God’s presence in, 
under, and around all man-made medications.  
Remembering that sickness and tragedy are effects 
of this sin-cursed world and that we will have it 
until Christ comes.

It is bad theology to expect God to be a bell boy, 
to be at the beck and call of “Faith Healers.”  It is 
rather that God has created a world of cause and 
effect and He still honors that.  Wesley Parker 
died from bad theology.  His parents were guilty 
of practicing with abandon what their theology 
implicitly urged them to do.

Dr. Ronald W. McKinney

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%207.35
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%209.24%E2%80%9327
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%209.24%E2%80%9327
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2028.18%E2%80%9320
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Corinthians%2010.3%E2%80%934
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%206.10%E2%80%9320
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%206.10%E2%80%9320
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Timothy%202.3%E2%80%934
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David Martyn Lloyd-Jones (20 December 
1899 – 1 March 1981) was a Welsh 
Protestant minister, preacher and medical 
GRFWRU�ZKR�ZDV�LQÁXHQWLDO�LQ�WKH�5HIRUPHG�
wing of the British evangelical movement 
in the 20th century. For almost 30 years, he 
was the minister of Westminster Chapel in 
London.

Early Life and ministry
Lloyd-Jones was born in Cardiff and 
raised in Llangeitho, Ceredigion. His 
father was a grocer, and he had two 
brothers: Harold died during the 1918 
ÁX�SDQGHPLF��ZKLOH�9LQFHQW�ZHQW�RQ�WR�
become a High Court judge. Llangeitho 
is associated with the Welsh Methodist 
revival, as it was the location of Daniel 
Rowland’s ministry. Attending a London 
grammar school between 1914 and 1917 
and then St Bartholomew’s Hospital as a 
medical student, in 1921 he started work 
as assistant to the Royal Physician, Sir 
Thomas Horder. Lloyd-Jones obtained an 
MD from London University, and became a 
Member of the Royal College of Physicians. 
After struggling for two years over what 
he sensed was a calling to preach, in 1927 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones
A Short Biography

Lloyd-Jones returned to Wales, having 
married Bethan Phillips (with whom he 
later had two children, Elizabeth and Ann), 
accepting an invitation to minister at a 
church in Aberavon (Port Talbot).

Westminster Chapel
After a decade ministering in Aberavon, 
in 1939 he went back to London, where he 
had been appointed as associate pastor of 
Westminster Chapel, working alongside 
G. Campbell Morgan. The day before he 
ZDV�RIÀFLDOO\�WR�EH�DFFHSWHG�LQWR�KLV�QHZ�
position, World War II broke out in Europe. 
During the same year, he became the 
president of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship of 
Students (known today as the Universities 
and Colleges Christian Fellowship (UK)). 
During the war he and his family moved to 
Haslemere, Surrey. In 1943 Morgan retired, 
leaving Lloyd-Jones as the sole Pastor of 
Westminster Chapel.

Lloyd-Jones was well known for his style 
of expository preaching, and the Sunday 
morning and evening meetings at which he 
RIÀFLDWHG�GUHZ�FURZGV�RI�VHYHUDO�WKRXVDQG��
as did the Friday evening Bible studies, 

which were, in effect, sermons in the same 
style. He would take many months, even 
years, to expound a chapter of the Bible 
verse by verse. His sermons would often be 
DURXQG�ÀIW\�PLQXWHV�WR�DQ�KRXU�LQ�OHQJWK��
attracting many students from universities 
and colleges in London. His sermons were 
also transcribed and printed (virtually 
verbatim) in the weekly Westminster 
Record, which was read avidly by those 
who enjoyed his preaching.

Later life
Lloyd-Jones retired from his ministry at 
Westminster Chapel in 1968, following a 
major operation. For the rest of his life, 
he concentrated on editing his sermons to 
be published, counselling other ministers, 
answering letters and attending conferences. 
Perhaps his most famous publication is a 
14 volume series of commentaries on the 
(SLVWOH�WR�WKH�5RPDQV��WKH�ÀUVW�YROXPH�RI�
which was published in 1970.

Despite spending most of his life living 
and ministering in England, Lloyd-Jones 
was proud of his roots in Wales. He 
best expressed his concern for his home 

country through his support of 
the Evangelical Movement of 
Wales: he was a regular speaker 
at their conferences, preaching 
in both English and Welsh. 
Since his death, the movement 
has published various books, 
in English and Welsh, bringing 
together selections of his sermons 
and articles.

Lloyd-Jones preached for the last 
time on 8 June 1980 at Barcombe 
Baptist Chapel. After a lifetime 
of work, he died peacefully in his 
sleep at Ealing on 1 March 1981, 
St David’s Day. He was buried at 
Newcastle Emlyn, near Cardigan, 
west Wales. A well-attended 
thanksgiving service was held at 
Westminster Chapel on 6 April.

Since his death, there have been 
various publications regarding 
Lloyd-Jones and his work, most 
popularly a biography in two 
volumes by Iain Murray



Joan Rivers died at the age of 81. She 
is survived by one daughter and one 
grandchild.

I don’t know if Joan Rivers knew Jesus 
Christ as her Savior, but nothing in her 
public statements or her comedy routines 
would lead me to believe she did. She 
was Jewish and her memorial service was 
scheduled to be held in a synagogue in New 
York City.

I bring this to your attention because of 
a headline that appeared on the Drudge 
Report, the popular on-line news service. 
There it was in all caps and bold print:

“Joan Plays Heaven”

This is simply one more illustration of 
the fact that the default belief of most 
Americans is that when someone dies, 
indeed when anyone dies, he or she is 
assumed to go to heaven, or some such 
place. You hear it from athletes around the 
globe. Following the death of a parent it’s 
common to hear the football player or golfer 
declare: “Well, I’m sure dad is looking 
down on me now and I hope he’s proud of 
what I’ve done.” Or when a politician passes 
DZD\�DIWHU�D�WXPXOWXRXV�DQG�GLIÀFXOW�OLIH��
it’s not uncommon for many to say: “At 
least he is now at rest. He’s in a better place 
and for that we can all be grateful.”

The inescapable fact is that the western 
world simply assumes the truth of 
universalism. The suggestion that those who 
left this life in unrepentant denial of Jesus 
Christ are eternally separated from God and 
subject to his judgment is regarded as elitist 
and inexcusably insensitive.

It was only a few weeks ago that we 
witnessed this same phenomenon when 
Robin Williams committed suicide. A 
few expressed their hope that Williams 
had actually professed faith in Christ at 
some earlier time, and I certainly hope 
that is true. But for most people that hardly 
matters. As one news commentator put it, 
“He’s now making God laugh.”

I feel profound sadness at the thought that 
Joan Rivers and Robin Williams may have 
left this life without Christ. Maybe they 

didn’t and both of them are making God 
laugh. God does have a sense of humor. 
But if they are in the presence of Christ it 
is only because in mercy and love the Holy 
Spirit awakened their hearts to their need 
for Christ and drew them effectually to 
VDYLQJ�IDLWK��:H�DUHQ·W�MXVWLÀHG�E\�FRPHG\�
or the ability to make people laugh and feel 
JRRG�DERXW�WKHPVHOYHV��:H�DUH�MXVWLÀHG�E\�
grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ 
alone.

As I said, the suggestion that only those 
who depart this life having trusted Christ 
will experience an eternity of joy in God’s 
presence is regarded as nothing short of 
outrageous.

This so-called “scandal of particularity” 
may well be the most volatile and urgent 
issue facing the church in the 21st century. 
The “scandal” is the notion embraced 
by most evangelical Christians that only 
through conscious faith in Jesus Christ 
can a person be reconciled to God (the 
“particularity” in view is wrapped up in my 
use of the word “only”).

We live in a world that is growing 
increasingly uncomfortable with this 
concept of religious exclusivism. The 
traditional Christian claim that Jesus Christ 
is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” and 
that salvation is available only to those who 
consciously put their faith in him is now 
regarded as both arrogant and offensive.

So what does the Bible say? Several texts 
address this question.

For example, we hear Paul say in 1 
Corinthians 1:21, “For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the 
folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe.” God “wisely” chose that no one 
should come to a saving knowledge of him 
by means of their own human reasoning or 
efforts at discovery but rather through the 
apparent “folly” of hearing and believing 
WKH�SUHDFKHG�PHVVDJH�RI�&KULVW�FUXFLÀHG�

Then there is Acts 4:12 – “And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Peter is not 

“Joan Plays Heaven!” Really? 
September 8, 2014 | by: Sam Storms

I am an Amillennial, Calvinistic, charismatic, 
credo-baptistic, complementarian, Christian 
Hedonist who loves his wife of 42 years, his 
two daughters, his four grandchildren, books, 
baseball, movies, and all things Oklahoma 
University.

In 2008 Sam became Lead Pastor for 
Preaching and Vision at Bridgeway 
Church in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Sam is on the Board of Directors of both 
Desiring God and Bethlehem College & 
Seminary, and also serves as a member of 
the Council of The Gospel Coalition.

Sam Storms

simply saying there is no other “source” of 
salvation than Jesus Christ, as if one might 
be saved on the basis of Christ’s work but 
under some other name. The point of saying 
“there is no other name” is “that we are 
saved by calling on the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Calling on his name is our entrance 
into fellowship with God. If one is saved by 
Jesus incognito, one does not speak of being 
saved by his name” (John Piper, Jesus: The 
Only Way To God, [Baker, 2010], 94).

Paul comes straight to the point in Romans 
10:13-15. There he writes, “For everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved. How then will they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? And how 
are they to preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the 
feet of those who preach the good news!’” 
To “call” on Christ one must “believe” in 
him. To “believe” in him one must “hear” 
about him. To “hear” about him someone 
must “preach” the gospel message of Jesus 
Christ.

Continued next page

10 The Sword & Trowel



Jesus himself declared: “And I have other 
sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
6R�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�RQH�ÁRFN��RQH�VKHSKHUG«�,�
do not ask for these only, but also for those 
who will believe in me through their word” 
�-RKQ�������DQG�����������LWDOLFV�PLQH���7KH�
“other sheep” are Gentiles who, in order 
to be saved, must “listen” to and “believe” 
in the voice of Christ that comes to them 
“through” the “word” that other believers 
proclaim.

And again: “Jesus said to him, ‘I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through 
me’” (John 14:6). “’Through me,’” notes 
Piper, “does not mean that people in other 
religions can get to God because Jesus died 
for them, though they don’t know about it. 
¶7KURXJK�PH·�PXVW�EH�GHÀQHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�
of John’s Gospel as believing in Jesus 
WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUG�RI�KLV�GLVFLSOHV��-RKQ�������
��������������������������µ�������

John adds his own witness to this truth: 
“Who is the liar but he who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. This is the antichrist, he 
who denies the Father and the Son. No one 
who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever 
confesses the Son has the Father also” (1 
John 2:22-23).

These texts lead me to several important 
conclusions.

����+LVWRU\�KDV�VKRZQ�GHÀQLWLYHO\�WKDW�ZKHQ�

people begin to doubt or deny the necessity 
of conscious faith in Jesus to be saved 
the missionary enterprise of the church 
suffers, and in some cases dies altogether. 
The same results are most often seen in 
personal evangelistic outreach. If you do not 
believe in the necessity of faith in Jesus for 
salvation it is unlikely you will be devoted 
to making known the gospel to your friends, 
family, and neighbors.

(2) Never assume your neighbor or co-
worker has heard and understood the 
gospel. Living in the Bible belt and wearing 
a cross around your neck or having one 
tattooed to your arm is no guarantee that a 
person rightly understands who Jesus is or 
what the gospel entails.

(3) It’s not enough simply to believe in God. 
Monotheists aren’t saved. Only Christians 
are.

(4) It’s not enough to be “spiritual”. People 
are deceived into thinking that because 
someone recognizes a dimension of reality 
beyond the physical they must be saved. But 
“spirituality” is not necessarily the same as 
Christianity.

����,W·V�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ��DIÀUP��DQG�
even experience the supernatural. One must 
EHOLHYH�LQ��DIÀUP��DQG�H[SHULHQFH�-HVXV�DV�
personal Lord and Savior.

(6) It’s not enough to believe that Jesus is 
God incarnate and that he truly lived, died, 

and rose again from the dead and that he 
provided us with a glorious way to live. One 
must trust, treasure, embrace, and believe 
in his death and resurrection as one’s only 
hope for forgiveness.

(7) As much as our society would have you 
believe that it is unkind and intolerant to 
insist on the the necessity of faith in Jesus 
for salvation, it is the most loving thing 
one can do. Nothing is more an expression 
of calloused disregard and disdain for 
human souls than to indulge their delusion 
that heaven is accessible to everyone on 
whatever terms they choose to set or feel 
are fair.

In conclusion, we must never forget that the 
so-called “scandal” of particularity is in 
fact an unimaginable expression of divine 
mercy. That God should provide even one 
way for the salvation of hell-deserving 
sinners is remarkable. That salvation is 
available at all through faith in Jesus 
Christ is not a “scandal” but a breathtaking 
revelation of God’s amazing grace.

A holy man will 
follow after humility

(J.C. Ryle, “Holiness, Its Nature, 
+LQGUDQFHV��'LIÀFXOWLHV��DQG�5RRWVµ�

A holy man will follow after humility. 
He will desire, in lowliness of mind, to 
esteem all others better than himself. 
He will see more evil in his own heart – 
than in any other in the world.

He will understand something of 
Abraham’s feeling, when he says, “I am 
dust and ashes!”

And Jacob’s feeling, when he says, “I 
am unworthy of the least of all Your 
mercies!” And Job’s feeling, when he 
says, “Behold! I am vile!” And Paul’s 
feeling, when he says, “I am the chief 
of sinners!” Holy John Bradford, 
that faithful martyr of Christ, would 
VRPHWLPHV�ÀQLVK�KLV�OHWWHUV�ZLWK�WKHVH�
words: “A most miserable sinner, 
John Bradford.” The godly William 
Grimshaw’s last words, when he lay on 
his deathbed, were these: “Here goes 
DQ�XQSURÀWDEOH�VHUYDQW�µ�´%\�WKH�JUDFH�
of God I am what I am!” 1 Corinthians 
15:10
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1R�RQH�LV�PRUH�LQÁXHQWLDO�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�WKDQ�
you are. Because no one talks to you more 
than you do.

So observes Paul Tripp — and in doing 
so, he accents our need to daily preach the 
gospel to ourselves.

,Q�RXU�VLQ��ZH�FRQVWDQWO\�ÀQG�RXU�UHVSRQVHV�
to life in our fallen world to be disconnected 
from the theology that we confess. Anger, 
fear, panic, discouragement stalk our hearts 
and whisper in our ears a false gospel that 
will lure our lives away from what we say 
we believe.

The battleground, says Tripp, is meditation. 
What is it that is capturing your idle 
WKRXJKWV"�:KDW�IHDU�RU�IUXVWUDWLRQ�LV�ÀOOLQJ�
your spare moments?

Will you just listen to yourself, or will you 
start talking? No, preaching — not letting 
your concerns shape you, but forming your 
concerns by the gospel.

Defensive and Offensive

Preaching the gospel to ourselves is a 
spiritual discipline that is both proactive 
and reactive. It’s reactive as we encounter 
temptation and frustration and seek to 
UHVWRFN�LQ�WKH�PRPHQW��RU�DV�ZH�UHÁHFW�EDFN�
on our sin and circumstances and try to 
evaluate them with a gospel lens.

But it’s also proactive — it goes on the 
offensive — when we feed our souls in 
some regular rhythm before the events and 
tasks and disappointments of daily life 
begin streaming our way. Tripp counsels 
that we make it a daily practice to 1) gaze 
on the beauty of Christ, 2) remember who 
we are as a child of God, 3) rest in his 
power and provision, and then 4) act in 
reliance upon him.

7KH�*RVSHO�DQG�WKH�6FULSWXUHV
There is a difference, Tripp notes, between 
merely reminding ourselves of truth, and 
preaching to ourselves the truth of the 
gospel. The latter is self-consciously and 
intentionally reminding ourselves of the 
person and presence and provisions of our 
Redeemer.

But while gospel self-preaching is not 
the same thing as Bible reading, the 
connections and interdependences are 
profound. The Scriptures, says Tripp, 
provide the material for preaching to 
ourselves the gospel of grace. They are the 
content to be taken up and applied to our 
lives in view of Jesus’s person and work.

It will not adequately strengthen our soul, in 
the long run, just to hear the same canned 
gospel repeated over and over. Neither will 
it sustain our spiritual lives to merely take 
in information without seeing it in light of 
Jesus, and pressing it into our hearts.

Preach the Gospel to Yourself
by David Mathis WARNING:

There are three pitfalls in trusting God 
that we must be careful to avoid.

First, during times of temporal blessings 
and prosperity, we are prone to put our 
trust in those blessings, or even worse, 
in ourselves as the providers of those 
blessings. In adversity we tend to doubt 
God’s fatherly care, but in prosperity we 
tend to forget it. If we are to trust God, 
we must acknowledge our dependence 
upon Him at all times, good times as well 
as bad times.

Another pitfall we need to watch for is 
the tendency to trust in God’s instruments 
of provision rather than in God Himself. 
We must be careful to look beyond the 
means and human instrumentalities to the 
God who uses them.

The third pitfall is that we are prone to 
turn to God in trust in the greater crisis 
experiences of life while seeking to work 
WKURXJK�WKH�PLQRU�GLIÀFXOWLHV�RXUVHOYHV��
A disposition to trust in ourselves is part 
of our sinful nature. It sometimes takes 
a major crisis, or at least a moderate one, 
to turn us toward the Lord. A mark of 
Christian maturity is to continually trust 
in the Lord in the minutiae of daily life. 
If we learn to trust God in the minor 
adversities, we will be better prepared to 
trust Him in the major ones. 

Jerry Bridges, Trusting God.
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Macon, Ga. This article is a chapter in his forthcoming book 
“Grace Focused Optimism: Learning to Live the Grace-Governed 
Life of Optimism About God.”

´$�VDWLVÀHG�FXVWRPHU�LV�WKH�EHVW�
advertisement.” That’s true. You’re inclined 
to see a movie, read a book, or dine in a 
restaurant if someone gives you a thumbs 
up. Well, I’m a two thumbs up customer of 
Grace Focused Optimism. I’ve found it the 
thought that has changed my world. In fact, 
it so enchants me that my personal mission 
statement is, “God has put me here to exalt 

him and encourage others by practicing 

and promoting Grace Focused Optimism.” 
Please don’t misunderstand. I’m not close 
to what I should be. After all the time and 

effort the True Vine and Husbandman 
have invested in me I ought to be bearing 
much more fruit. Still, I can say that I’m 
not what I once was. The caterpillar is 
PHWDPRUSKRVLQJ�LQWR�D�EXWWHUÁ\��7KH�IURJ�LV�
changing into a Prince. Simon is becoming 
3HWHU��6ORZO\��\HV��WZR�VWHSV�IRUZDUG�DQG�
WKUHH�VWHSV�EDFN��\HV��EXW��KRQHVWO\��,·P�
different. All because of Grace Focused 
Optimism. I want to tell you how it’s 
changing me in the hope that my experience 
will entice you to become a Grace Focused 
Optimist, too.

I.
First, Grace Focused Optimism 
is allowing me to honor God 

more than I used to. I’ll call 
Martin Luther to testify in my 
behalf. He says, “Faith honors 
him whom it trusts with the 
most reverent and highest 
regard since it considers him 
truthful and trustworthy. There 
is no other honor equal to the 
estimate of truthfulness and 
righteousness with which we 
honor him whom we trust.”3 
I’ll call John Piper to testify in 
Luther’s behalf by explaining 
why treating God as truthful 
and trustworthy honors him. 
“Trusting God’s promises is the 
most fundamental way that you 
can consciously glorify God. 
When you believe a promise of 

God, you honor God’s ability to do what he 
promised and his willingness to do what 
he promised and his wisdom to know how 
to do it.”4 Since the heart of Grace Focused 
Optimism is optimism about God---faith 
in his truthfulness and trustworthiness---I 
believe even my feeble attempts to live this 
way give my Lord some standing ovations 
he desires and deserves. That is, if Martin 
Luther and John Piper are right. I believe 
the Bible says they are. Because of this, I 
recommend Grace Focused Optimism to 
you.

II
Secondly, Grace Focused Optimism is 
enabling me to enjoy God more than I 

ever dreamt possible. Return with me for 
a moment to Chariots of Fire. When Eric 
Liddell explains to his sister his decision 
to run in the Olympics he tells her (you 
must read his words with a Scottish accent), 
“Jennie, God’s made me for a purpose. For 
China. But he’s also made me fast. And 
when I run I feel his pleasure.” With the 
hint of a Cajun accent, to the glory of God’s 
goodness to me, I can say in the years I’ve 
lived as a Grace Focused Optimist I’ve felt 
God’s pleasure more than I ever did before. 
By “feeling his pleasure” I mean enjoying 
my relationship with him. Living with 
optimism about him is making him and 
his grace real to me day in and day out. It’s 
bringing his help in sweet and sometimes 
surprising ways. I’m tasting and seeing the 
Lord is good. Those closest to me---my 
wife and friends---will tell you I’m not the 
man I used to be. I know joy and peace 
PRUH�FRQVLVWHQWO\��,�KDQGOH�WULDOV�PRUH�
HIIHFWLYHO\��,�ÀJKW�RII�P\�EOXH�PRRGV�PRUH�
TXLFNO\��DQG�,·P�PDNLQJ�SURJUHVV�LQ�DUHDV�
I once thought could never change as even 
a Sisyphus rock or two have been pushed 
up a hill and left there. Again, please don’t 
PLVXQGHUVWDQG��,·P�127�ZKDW�,�VKRXOG�EH��
in fact, far from it. But if you had known me 
before Grace Focused Optimism you would 
see in me as big a difference as Jesus made 
in Legion when he cast out the poor man’s 
demons, clothed him, and put him in his 
right mind.5 Because of this, I recommend 
Grace Focused Optimism to you.

III.
Thirdly, Grace Focused Optimism is 
helping me live more faithfully as a Grace 

Patriot. Stonewall Jackson said of his 
EHORYHG�OHDGHU��´6XFK�LV�P\�FRQÀGHQFH�

Continued next page

“I am not what I ought to be… I am not what I wish to be… I am not what I hope 

to be… Yet, though I am not what I ought to be, nor what I wish to be, nor what I 

hope to be, I can truly say, I am not what I once was… and I can heartily join with 

the apostle, and acknowledge, ‘By the grace of God I am what I am.” 
–John Newton1

“Grace
It’s a name for a girl

It’s also a thought that
Changed the world

What once was friction
What left a mark
No longer stains

Because grace makes beauty
Out of ugly things.” -U22

Chapter 22
The Thought that Changed My World

Grace Focused Optimism: Learning to Live the  
Grace-Governed Life of Optimism About God

The Sword & Trowel 13



in General Lee that I would follow him-
--blindfold---anywhere.”6 You call this 
loyalty. Being a Grace Patriot means having 
this kind of loyalty to Jesus. It’s what Jesus 
means by saying, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
KLV�OLIH�IRU�P\�VDNH�ZLOO�ÀQG�LW�µ7 I make 
no claim to be among the Lord’s mightiest 
men. I am not worthy to unloose the sandals 
of those men and women who were faithful 
unto death. I can only say that optimism 
about God is helping me to be stronger in 
the Lord and in the power of his might than 
I used to be. Because of this, I recommend 
Grace Focused Optimism to you.

IV.
Fourthly, Grace Focused Optimism 
is helping me help myself with the 
indispensable practice of being my own 

cavalry. Let me explain. I spent almost 
every weekend of my childhood from age 
5-10 in two buildings called “The Center” 
and “The Teche.” These were the two movie 
theaters in my small hometown. Every 
Saturday and Sunday I slipped into one or 
the other of these cinematic oases to escape 
the brutal heat of our family’s dysfunctional 
desert. Double features (two movies back 
to back) were the cool waters in each. One 
was always a western. About 50% of the 
time the western starred the blue uniformed 
heroes of the United States Cavalry. The 
climactic scene rarely changed. Settlers 
would be under attack. Death seemed 
eminent. Then a hope inspiring bugle blew 
and over the ridge came the cavalry riding 
to the rescue. I often need a cavalry. I often 
ÀQG�WKHUH·V�QR�FDYDOU\�DURXQG��7KLV�PHDQV�
I sometimes have to be my own cavalry and 
“encourage myself in the Lord my God.”8 
Grace Focused Optimism helps me do this 
again and again. It helps me up when no one 
is around to offer a helping hand. Because 
of this, I recommend Grace Focused 
Optimism to you.

V.
Fifthly, Grace Focused Optimism is helping 

me be a Barnabas to others. Like a garment 
soaking in dye, you become what you 
spend time with. That’s a fact of life. So 
I’m not surprised that spending time with 
the encouraging truths of Grace Focused 
Optimism is turning me into an encourager. 
I rejoice in this for two reasons: one, being 
an encourager is being like Barnabas, 
RQH�RI�P\�IDYRULWH�ELEOLFDO�SHRSOH��WZR��
being an encourager is being someone 
who offers God’s people something they 
need as desperately as a parched man 
needs water – yet, I fear, rarely get. I 
believe many believers need mega-doses 
of encouragement. They need to be around 
men and women who are optimistic about 
God. Grace Focused Optimism makes 
you this kind of person. Because of this, I 
recommend Grace Focused Optimism to 
you.

VI.
Legion wanted to go with Jesus after Jesus 
changed him. The Lord had other plans. 
“Go home to your friends and tell them 
how much the Lord has done for you, and 
how he has had mercy on you.”9 Grace 
Focused Optimism has been my attempt to 
tell you how much the Lord has done for 
me and how he has had mercy on me. Grace 
Focused Optimism is the thought that has 
changed my world. I believe it will change 
\RXUV��WRR��6R��\RX�ZRQ·W�PLQG�WKLV�VDWLVÀHG�
customer telling you one more time, God 

wants you to live as a Grace Focused 

Optimist by understanding and using the 

fact that he is determined to get glory from 

you by giving grace to you.

1 Wikiquote.or/wiki/John_Newton
2 http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/U2/grace.html
3 http://www.desiringgodministries.org/sermons/

battling-unbelief-at-bethelehem
4 Ibid
5 Mark 5:15
6 Steve Wilkins, Call to Duty, (Elkton, Maryland: 

Highland Books, 1997), 285
7 Matthew 16:24-25
8 1 Samuel 30:6
9 Mark 5:19

14 The Sword & Trowel

John Piper, “Why Did 
God Create  
The World?”

This is why God created the world 
³�´WKDW�KH�PD\�EH�JORULÀHG�µ�:KLFK�
does not mean: “that he may be made 
glorious.” Don’t take the word “glorify” 
and treat it like the word “beautify.” To 
beautify means to take a plain room and 
make it beautiful. We don’t take a plain 
God and make him beautiful. That is not 
what glorifying God means.

When God created the world he did not 
create out of any need or any weakness or 
DQ\�GHÀFLHQF\��+H�FUHDWHG�RXW�RI�IXOOQHVV�
DQG�VWUHQJWK�DQG�FRPSOHWH�VXIÀFLHQF\��$V�
Jonathan Edwards said, “Tis no argument 
RI�WKH�HPSWLQHVV�RU�GHÀFLHQF\�RI�D�
IRXQWDLQ�WKDW�LW�LV�LQFOLQHG�WR�RYHUÁRZµ�
(Yale: Works, Vol. 8, 448). So we don’t 
glorify God by improving his glory, but 
by seeing and savoring and showing his 
glory (which is the same as knowing, 
loving, showing).

That is why the universe exists. If this 
takes hold of you the way it should, 
it will affect the way you think and 
feel about everything. Now you know 
why everything exists. You don’t know 
everything. There are billions of things 
you don’t know. But you are never at a 
loss to know something important about 
everything. Because you know that 
everything exists for the glory of God. 
You know something about everything. 
And this is one of the most important 
things you can know about anything. 
And so to know this one thing — that all 
things exist for the glory of God — is to 
know something supremely important 
about everything. Namely, for what 
purpose it ultimately exists. That is 
amazing.

http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/U2/grace.html
http://www.desiringgodministries.org/sermons/battling-unbelief-at-bethelehem
http://www.desiringgodministries.org/sermons/battling-unbelief-at-bethelehem


Kinsey Drive Baptist Church From Past to Present.
by Dave Williams
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“Good things do not come cheaply” (Dr. 
Robert L Mounts).  For a number years God 
had been working in the hearts of many in 
and around Dalton.  He had placed in our 
hearts the Idea that something was missing 
from our lives.  Sure, we went to church and 
did all things we were suppose to be doing 
according the standard or traditions of the 
day, but still there was something that did 
not seem quite right for a good number of 
folks who attended South Dalton Baptist 
Church.  We didn’t know, but God was 
preparing the people to bring about change 
into the spiritual fabric of South Dalton 
Baptist Church.  

In 1972 longtime minister, Dr. E. C, 
Sheehan, resigned as our pastor, and by the 
fall of that year more than just the color of 
the leaves began to change.  Dr. Robert L. 
Mounts began his term as pastor on August 
����������DQG�IURP�KLV�YHU\�ÀUVW�PHVVDJH�
many knew there was something different.  
There was a marked contrast between his 
teaching and what we had been accustomed 
to at South Dalton and other Baptist 
Churches.  As He opened the Word of God, 
the Holy Spirit began to open our eyes to 
the truths we had missed all of our lives.  
Slowly, our hearts were moved as he taught 
what is called the “Doctrines of Grace.”  
When he completed the series on the 
“Attributes of God” and the special meetings 
with Henry Mahan from Ashland, KY, 
something had to change.  By the summer 
and fall of 1974, God had opened our 
understanding that the Arminian path we 
had been following most of our lives, did not 
hold true to God’s Word.  It was from these 
eye opening experiences that we came to 
XQGHUVWDQG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�WKH�6RYHUHLJQW\�
of God.  This teaching historically in the 
church was called Calvinism.  It is with this 
knowledge that 139 members walked away 
from South Dalton Baptist Church to begin 
a new work, named, Kinsey Drive Baptist 
Church.      

Kinsey Drive Baptist Church started on 
1RYHPEHU������������2XU�ÀUVW�WZR�PHHWLQJV��
November 27, 1974 and December 1, 
1974, were held at City Park School.  On 
December 7, 1974 our small congregation 
KDG�LWV�ÀUVW�PHHWLQJ�LQ�RXU�QHZ�KRPH�
located at 2626 Kinsey Drive S. W. Dalton 
GA.  

It was apparent 
before leaving 
South Dalton, 
basic changes 
clearly were 
necessary in 
how  the church 
would react and 
conform to the 
reality that God 
was sovereign 
over all things.   
As a result of the 
change, we went 
through a period 
of about 3 months 
of unrest within 
the body.  Some 
wanted to hold 
onto the Arminian 
belief that man 
was in control of 
his life and decisions, where as, many others 
had been awaken to the teaching of the Bible 
that God was in charge of all things.

Because of the continual unrest within the 
ERG\��LW�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�GHWHUPLQHG��WKDW�WKRVH�
who believed that God was Sovereign, 
would leave South Dalton and begin a 
new Sovereign Grace work in Dalton GA.   
:LWKRXW�D�SODFH�WR�PHHW��ZH�KHOG�RXU�ÀUVW�
2 meetings in the auditorium of City Park 
School.

It was during this two-week period that 
we were informed by Frank and Catherine 
Edwards of the possibility of acquiring the 
building and property of Emanuel Baptist 
Church.  This property was located on 
Kinsey Drive, hence, the name.

Isaac Adams, Attorney at Law and a 
founding member of Kinsey Drive Baptist 
Church, worked to obtain our church 
charter, and presented it to the body on 
December 18, 1974 at the organizational 
meeting of Kinsey Drive Baptist Church.  
He was also instrumental in helping to 
acquire additional land adjacent to and 
behind the current church building.  

At this organizational meeting we 
accomplished a number of things.  We 
adopted the Constitution and By-Laws for 
the church.  After Isaac Adams presented 

the resolution to purchase the property of 
Emanuel Baptist Church, the motion was 
made and carried that we would, in deed, 
acquire the building and land that was 
formally known as Emanuel Baptist Church.

$OVR��WKH�ÀUVW�GHDFRQV�DQG�RIÀFHUV�RI�WKH�
church were elected on December 18,1974.  
The deacons elected were as follows, F. T. 
Runyan, Paul Johnson, Albert Lance, Harold 
McMahan, Rody Whitner, Dick Barton and 
Fred Ogletree.

2WKHU�RIÀFHV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

Pastor Dr. Robert L. Mounts
Associate Pastor Rev. Rod Mays
Treasure  Fred Ogletree
Church Clerk Harold McMahon 
Church Secretary  Mary Lou Bennett

$V�WKH�FKXUFK�JUHZ�GXULQJ�WKLV�ÀUVW�\HDU�
RWKHU�SODFHV�RI�VHUYLFH�ZHUH�LGHQWLÀHG�DQG�
ÀOOHG���6RPH��EXW�QRW�DOO��RI�WKHVH�ZHUH�DV�
follows, 

Sunday School Supernatant Ronnie Boyd
Building and Grounds Herman Caldwell
Assistant Clerk Ron Slack
Budget Committer Ch. Fred Ogletree

7DNHQ�IURP�WKH�ÀUVW�QHZVOHWWHU�SXEOLVKHG�
on February 16, 1975 is part of the Pastor’s 

Dr. Robert Mounts with his family, wife Glenna, Robert, Jr., Jon and Josh, in 1974 
at the founding of Kinsey Drive Baptist Church.  Dr. Mounts will be speaking 
Sunday morning, December 7, 2014 at KDBC.

continued next page
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Paragraph by Dr. Robert L. Mounts, “The 
freedom that is in our church is of the 
Lord.  The whole counsel of God is being 
preached.  We do not have to compromise 
WKH�*RVSHO�µ��7KLV�H[HPSOLÀHV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
attitude of both the pastor and the people 
of Kinsey Drive in its early days and has 
continued throughout our history.

On January 8, 1975 a number of other things 
were taking place.  It was decided that 5% 
of our income would go to missions.  It was 
decided to purchase the land beside and 
behind the church for additional growth at 
the cost of $15,000.00.

At the June 4, 1975 Quarterly Business 
Meeting, the missions committee 
recommended we contribute $50.00 per 
month to the support of Mrs. O. B. (Pearl) 
Patterson of the Source of Light Mission.   
7KLV�ZDV�DSSURYHG�DQG�ZH�KDG�RXU�ÀUVW�
missionary.  During this meeting the 
Mission Policies of the church were adopted.  
We also adopted the New Hampshire 
Confession of Faith as our Statement of 
Faith.

At the quarterly business meeting held 
on September 10, 1985 we added Walter 
Grover, Missionary to Mexico, as our second 
missionary.  As of today we still support 
Walter Grover as he works with his family 
in the mountains of Mexico.

In July 1976 the congregation approved the 
construction of the Fellowship Hall.

At the January 5,1977 Annual Business Mtg. 
Mr. Isaac Adams, Church Attorney, made 
the statement, “The church (Kinsey Drive 

Baptist Church) should recognize that our 
blessings are totally from God rather than at 
our hands.”

During the next quarterly business mtg. 
April 6, 1977 Dr. Robert L. Mounts 
announced his resignation as pastor of 
Kinsey Drive Baptist Church.  On June 5, 
1977 Robert Holbrook was called as our 
pastor.  After serving as pastor for only 
seven months Robert Holbrook resigned 
because of family issues and returned to 
Texas.

On July 2, 1978 Gary Scott was called to 
lead Kinsey Drive Baptist Church as Pastor.  
Gary remained our pastor until July 17, 
1985 when he resigned in order to take a 
church in Rochester, NY.  Gary’s history 
with Kinsey Drive Baptist Church does not 
end at this point because on April 20, 1986 
Gary, again, was called to the pastorate of 
Kinsey Drive Baptist Church.  He remained 
as pastor until 1990.

On August 16, 1990 Ronald Wayne 
McKinney delighted us by becoming our 
pastor and is still serving as our pastor as we 
approach the 40th anniversary of the church.

Kinsey Drive Baptist Church has and always 
will lead the way in taking the good news 
of Salvation only found in Jesus Christ to 
the world.  We pray that you would join us 
in our endeavor to take the message of the 
blessed hope of Salvation as described in the 
Reformation of the 16th century as, “Sola 
Gratia, Sola Fide, and Sola Scriptura,” by 
grace alone, by faith alone and by Scripture 
alone.  Join with us as we serve God.

Safe in the Arms 
of Jesus

I remember singing this hymn by Fanny 
Crosby. What comfort there is in the 
arms of Jesus. Have you ever noticed 
how often she would incorporate sight 
and light in her hymns? She received 
greater sight and light from the gospel 
than those with natural sight. Be 
encouraged brethren.

6DIH�LQ�WKH�DUPV�RI�-HVXV�

6DIH�RQ�KLV�JHQWOH�EUHDVW��

7KHUH�E\�KLV�ORYH�R·HUVKDGHG�

6ZHHWO\�P\�VKDOO�UHVW�

+DUN��¶WLV�WKH�YRLFH�RI�DQJHOV�

%RUQH�LQ�D�VRQJ�WR�PH�

2YHU�WKH�ÀHOGV�RI�JORU\�

2YHU�WKH�MDVSHU�VHD�

6DIH�LQ�WKH�DUPV�RI�-HVXV�

6DIH�IURP�FRUURGLQJ�FDUH�

6DIH�IURP�WKH�ZRUOG·V�WHPSWDWLRQV�

6LQ�FDQQRW�KDUP�PH�WKHUH�

)UHH�IURP�WKH�EOLJKW�RI�VRUURZ�

)UHH�IURP�P\�GRXEWV�DQG�IHDUV�

2QO\�D�IHZ�PRUH�WULDOV�

2QO\�D�IHZ�PRUH�WHDUV�

-HVXV��P\�KHDUW·V�GHDU�UHIXJH�

-HVXV�KDV�GLHG�IRU�PH�

)LUP�RQ�WKH�5RFN�RI�$JHV�

(YHU�P\�WUXVW�VKDOO�EH�

+HUH�OHW�PH�ZDLW�ZLWK�SDWLHQFH�

:DLW�WLOO�WKH�QLJKW�LV�RU·HU�

:DLW�WLOO�,�VHH�WKH�PRUQLQJ

%UHDN�RQ�WKH�JROGHQ�VKRUH�

– Fanny J. Crosby.
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The HOBBY LOBBY Decision:  
A Big Win for Religious 
Liberty — and a Very 

Revealing Divide on the Court
The Hobby Lobby case represents a huge 
win for religious liberty in America, and the 
5-4 decision will now stand as a landmark 
case that will reshape the religious liberty 
debate for generations to come. At the same 
time, the deeply divided court also revealed 
in startling clarity its own internal debates 
over religious liberty — and that division of 
understanding at the nation’s highest court 
is very disturbing indeed.

Writing for the majority, Justice 
Samuel Alito declared that the Obama 
Administration had profoundly failed 
to meet the demands of the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act [RFRA] 
and, more importantly, the demands of 
the U. S. Constitution. By mandating 
that corporations provide all forms of 
contraception or birth control for all female 
employees at no cost, the government had 
burdened the consciences of the Christian 
owners of Hobby Lobby, Mardel, and 
Conestoga Wood, the three corporations 
involved in the decision.

The Court restricted its decision to “closely 
held” private corporations. Hobby Lobby 
and Mardel are owned and operated by the 
family of David Green, who with his wife 
Barbara, began the company in their own 
home. Though much smaller than Hobby 
Lobby, Conestoga Wood is also a privately 
held corporation. The Green family is a 
bulwark of evangelical Christian conviction 
and generosity. The company pays its 
employees about twice the minimum wage, 
closes on Sundays, and references the 
Christian gospel in advertising. All along 
the way, the Green family makes clear that 
they are driven by Christian convictions in 
their corporate policies.

Similarly, Conestoga Wood Specialties 
operates on the same convictions. The 
Pennsylvania company is known for its 

quality wood products. It was founded by 
a deeply committed Mennonite couple, 
Norman and Elizabeth Hahn, who continue 
to operate the business with their three sons.

Both companies sued the Obama 
Administration over the contraception 
mandate authorized under the Affordable 
Care Act — a mandate that required 
them to provide and pay for birth control 
coverage that would have included four 
VSHFLÀF�IRUPV�RI�ELUWK�FRQWURO�WKDW�PD\�
cause early abortions. Neither company 
sought a complete escape from the 
contraception mandate.

As the majority opinion in the case 
made clear today, one of the largest 
questions hanging over the decision is 
this: Why is the Obama Administration 
so deliberate in attempting to violate the 
religious convictions of Americans on the 
contraception and birth control issue?

Today’s decision is yet another repudiation 
of the heavy-handed and blatantly 
unconstitutional overreach of President 
Barack Obama and his administration. The 
President could have covered contraception 
and birth control under any number of other 
PHDQV�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�
targeted religious liberty. Instead, the 
Obama Administration appeared to take the 
route most likely to trample upon religious 
liberty and offend Christian conscience. 
Today’s decision is another rebuke of 
the President and his approach, coming 
just days after a set of cases in which his 
arguments were repudiated by the same 
court in 9-0 decisions.

Furthermore, the President faces the 
looming threat of even greater rebukes 
to come. His administration continues to 
violate the convictions of Christian non-
SURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�PLQLVWULHV�RQ�WKH�

same grounds. He faces lawsuits coming 
from a massive collection of religious non-
SURÀW�PLQLVWULHV��UDQJLQJ�IURP�HYDQJHOLFDO�
colleges and universities to the Little Sisters 
of the Poor, a Roman Catholic charity. 
Today’s decision makes the victory of those 
groups very likely.

The majority opinion handed down today 
makes several important points worthy of 
close attention.

)LUVW��WKH�&RXUW·V�GHFLVLRQ�DIÀUPV�WKH�
central importance of the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 [RFRA]. 
Interestingly, that Act was made necessary 
by the Court’s own 1990 decision 
in Employment Division v. Smith, in which 
the majority opinion had been written by 
Justice Antonin Scalia, who joined with 
Justice Alito in the majority for Hobby 
Lobby. Responding to that decision, 
Congress passed RFRA, demanding that 
any law or policy of the federal government 
that would violate a citizen’s religious 
convictions must pass two key tests: It 
must meet a compelling state interest, 
and it must do so by “the least restrictive 
means of furthering that compelling state 
interest.” As Justice Alito stated, Hobby 
Lobby and Conestoga Wood did not protest 
against the compelling state interest of the 
contraception coverage — only against 
WKH�IRXU�VSHFLÀF�ELUWK�FRQWURO�SURGXFWV�
that were mandated. Justice Alito and the 
majority rightly concluded that the Obama 
Administration had utterly failed the second 
test. There were any number of alternatives 
the administration could have taken that 
would have accomplished its goals without 
burdening conscience.

What makes this especially important is the 
fact that RFRA passed in Congress without 
a single dissenting vote in the House of 

Continued. See Hobby Lobby page 23
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C.H. Spurgeon
Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-92) was England’s best-known preacher for 
most of the second half of the nineteenth century. In 1854, just four years after 
his conversion, Spurgeon, then only 20, became pastor of London’s famed 
New Park Street Church (formerly pastored by the famous Baptist theologian 
John Gill). The congregation quickly outgrew their building, moved to Exeter 
Hall, then to Surrey Music Hall. In these venues Spurgeon frequently preached 
to audiences numbering more than 10,000 - all in the days before electronic 
DPSOLÀFDWLRQ��,Q������WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�PRYHG�SHUPDQHQWO\�WR�WKH�QHZO\�FRQ-
structed Metropolitan Tabernacle. From http://www.spurgeon.org/aboutsp.htm
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It is by the grace of God that ungodly 
men are preserved from instant death. 
The sharp axe of justice would soon 

fell the barren tree if the interceding voice 
of Jesus did not cry, “Spare him yet a little.” 
Many sinners, when converted to God, have 
gratefully acknowledged that it was of the 
Lord’s mercy that they were not consumed. 
John Bunyan had three memorable escapes 
before his conversion, and mentions them 
in his “Grace Abounding” as illustrious 
instances of long-suffering mercy. 
Occasionally such deliverances are made 
the means of affecting the heart with 
tender emotions of love to God, and grief 
for having offended him. Should it not 
be so? Ought we not to account that the 
longsuffering of God is salvation? (2 Peter 
�������$Q�RIÀFHU�GXULQJ�D�EDWWOH�ZDV�VWUXFN�
by a nearly spent ball near his waistcoat 
pocket, but he remained uninjured, for 
a piece of silver stopped the progress of 
the deadly missile. The coin was marked 
at the words DEI GRATIA (by the grace 
of God). This providential circumstance 
deeply impressed his mind, and led him to 
read a tract which a godly sister had given 
him when leaving home. God blessed the 
reading of the tract, and he became, through 
the rich grace of God, a believer in the Lord 
Jesus.

Reader, are you unsaved? Have you 
experienced any noteworthy deliverances? 
Then adore and admire the free grace 

of God, and pray that it may lead you to 
repentance! Are you enquiring for the way 
of life? Remember the words DEI GRATIA, 
and never forget that by grace we are saved.

Grace always pre-supposes unworthiness 
in its object. The province of grace ceases 
where merit begins: what a cheering word 
is this to those of you who have no worth, 
no merit, no goodness whatever! Crimes 
are forgiven, and follies are cured by our 
Redeemer out of mere free favour. The word 

grace has the same meaning as our common 
term gratis: Wickliffe’s prayer was, “Lord 
save me gratis” No works can purchase or 
procure salvation, but the heavenly Father 
giveth freely, and upbraideth not.

Grace comes to us through faith in Jesus. 
Whosoever believeth on Him is not 
condemned. O, sinner, may God give thee 
grace to look to Jesus and live. Look now, 
for today is the accepted time!

Grace Abounding 
CH Spurgeon
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the years of her suffering we reminded 
ourselves often that the God who in grace 
had rescued her in Christ from sin loves her 
even more than we do. And so we trust his 
providence. He is too wise ever to make a 
mistake, and too good ever to do us wrong. 
And we acknowledge that just as he was 
free and sovereign in giving Gina to us 29 
years ago, so now he is free and sovereign 
— and good and just — in taking her. He 
has not wronged us. Indeed, not only do 
ZH�DIÀUP�WKLV�JUHDW�WUXWK�³�ZH�UHVW�LQ�LW��
This God is himself our Father, a Father 
who knows what is best for his children 
and faithfully directs our lives accordingly. 
Moreover, he is the Father who in love one 
day gave up his own Son to bear our curse 
in order to redeem us to himself. Yes, of 
course there are many “Why?” questions 
that we cannot answer, but we lack no proof 
of God’s love or his goodness. And we bless 
him today with deeper passion than ever.

We are so very grateful not only that God 
gave us our daughter for 29 years, but 
also that in grace he saved her and made 
her his own. This is really everything — 
everything — and we recognize that we are 
blessed to know that Gina is rejoicing today 
in the presence of our great Redeemer. How 
she loved him! How she loved the gospel. 
Gina was marked by passion in everything 
she did, but nothing so stirred her like the 
gospel of Christ. She loved to hear it, she 
loved to learn it more deeply, she loved to 
sing it, and she loved to share it with others. 
Her whole hope was in Christ. Virtually 
every day, even in much pain, she would 
sit down at the piano to play and sing and 
refresh her aching soul with some of her 
favorite songs about Christ, God’s love in 
Christ, salvation in Christ, God’s faithful 
love and providence, and the glory that 
awaits us. And this same gospel is what 
assures us still. And we rejoice that neither 
death nor life nor anything else in all God’s 
creation could ever separate Gina or us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.

And we have come better to appreciate that 
our hope in Christ is not for this life only. 
We eagerly await the day of Christ’s return 
when we will rejoice together in his glorious 
presence and discover for ourselves that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will then be 
revealed in us.

Meanwhile, we are learning afresh the 
blessedness of the joy that is in Christ, a joy 
that bereavement somehow only serves to 
deepen. What a great hope, and what great 
joy is ours in him. We are also coming to 
appreciate more deeply the present work 
of Christ for us. In his sermon last Sunday 
our pastor wonderfully reminded us of our 
sympathetic high priest, the Lord from 
heaven who has come as one of us and 
who himself having learned suffering — 
successfully — now is able to provide for 
us every needed grace at every needed 
point in our journey. And we have also 
come to appreciate more deeply the real 
encouragement God gives through his 
people. Christian friends so often apologize 
IRU�WKHLU�VWXPEOLQJ�ZRUGV��XQDEOH�WR�ÀQG�
words that seem suitable. Yet their many 
expressions of loving sympathy have all 
been blessed indeed.

We are hurting for our loss. The pain is 
massive, and 
on one level 
I’m sure it 
will never be 
absent in this 
life. But deep 
as this hurt is, 
we are not left 
adrift. With 
minds and 
hearts shaped 
by gospel 
truth, with the 
love of God 
marvelously 
shed abroad in 
our hearts by 
his Spirit, with 
FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�
his unerring 
providence, 
and with an 
unshakable 
joy and hope 
in Christ, God 
has given us 
more than all 
we will need.

Scripture 
assures us that 
one day God 
will “wipe 
all tears from 

our eyes.” I doubt that this language was 
intended to make us envision a gigantic 
handkerchief or some kind of cosmic hug. 
I suspect, rather, that this comfort will 
come by means of further revelation — that 
God will enable us to see things from his 
perspective, to see his wise purpose as he 
has worked it out in history unerringly for 
the good of his people to his own glory. 
There at last, with this fuller understanding, 
all mourning will be turned to joyful praise.

And so even in our loss, we do not doubt 
that for all eternity, one note of our song, 
looking back, will be “Our God has done all 
things well.”

Fred Zaspel (Ph.D., Free University of 
Amsterdam) is pastor at the Reformed 
Baptist Church of Franconia, PA. He is 
also Professor of Systematic Theology at 
Calvary Baptist Seminary in Lansdale, 
PA. He is the author of The Theology of 
%�%��:DUÀHOG��$�6\VWHPDWLF�6XPPDU\�and 
:DUÀHOG�RQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�/LIH��/LYLQJ�LQ�
Light of the Gospel.

Continued from page 2
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My Dearest Rebekka Grace,

HAPPY 8th BIRTHDAY!

You are growing so fast and becoming 
more beautiful every day. I praise God for 
His faithfulness to me every day as I watch 
from a distance through the prison walls 
and see pictures and hear stories of how you 
are growing both spiritually and physically.

Oh how I long to see you.

I know that you question why you have 
prayed so many times for my return and 
yet I am not home yet. Now there is a big 
WHY In your mind you are asking: WHY 
Jesus isn’t answering your prayers and the 
prayers of all of the people around the world 
praying for my release and for me to be 
home with you and our family.

The answer to the WHY is WHO. WHO 
is control? LORD JESUS CHRIST is in 
control.

I desire for you to learn important lessons 
during these trying times. Lessons that you 
carry now and for the rest of your life. The 
answer to the WHY is WHO. The confusion 
of “WHY has all of this happened?” and 
“WHY your prayers are not answered yet” 
is resolved with understanding WHO is 
LQ�FRQWURO«/25'�-(686�&+5,67��RXU�
GOD!

God is in control of the whole world and 
everything that is happening in it is for 
His good purpose, for His glory, and will 
be worked out for our good (Romans 
8:28). Jesus allows me to be kept here for 
His glory. He is doing something inside 
each of us and also outside in the world. 

People die and suffer for 
their Christian faith all 
over the world and some 
may wonder why? But you 
should know the answer 
of WHY is WHO. It is for 
Jesus. He is worth the price. 
And He has a plan to be 
JORULÀHG�WKURXJK�RXU�OLYHV�

I want you to read the book 
of Habakkuk. He had the 
same question as you. But 
see that the Lord answered 
him in Habakkuk 2:3, “the 
vision comes and doesn’t 
delay on time, wait for it.” 
Mommy and I always had 
big desires to serve Jesus 
and had great vision to be 
used for His Kingdom and 
for His Glory. So today we 
pay a cost because God, 
who created us, called us 
to that.

And so I want you to know 
that the answer to all of 

Saeed Abedini, the American pastor imprisoned in Iran, 
writes an encouraging and beautiful letter to his daughter 

on her eighth birthday.
Pastor Saeed Abedini wrote this letter to his daughter for her 8th birthday,  

which was on September 12. This is the third birthday of Rebekka’s that Pastor Saeed  
has missed while he languishes in an Iranian prison for his faith.

your prayers is that God is in control, and 
He knows better than us what He is doing in 
our lives and all around the world.

Therefore declare as Daniel and his friends 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego did in 
Daniel 3: 17-18!

17If that is the case, our God whom we serve 
LV�DEOH�WR�GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�WKH�EXUQLQJ�ÀHU\�
furnace, and He will deliver us from your 
hand, O king. 18But if not, let it be known to 
you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, 
nor will we worship the gold image which 
you have set up.”

And learn and declare as Habakkuk did that 
even if we do not get the result that we are 
looking for, God is still good and we WILL 
praise His Holy Name.

+DEDNNXN���������
���7KRXJK�WKH�ÀJ�WUHH�PD\�QRW�EORVVRP��
1RU�IUXLW�EH�RQ�WKH�YLQHV��7KRXJK�WKH�ODERU�
RI�WKH�ROLYH�PD\�IDLO��$QG�WKH�ÀHOGV�\LHOG�
QR�IRRG��7KRXJK�WKH�ÁRFN�PD\�EH�FXW�RII�
from the fold, And there be no herd in the 
stalls— 18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 The 
/RUG�*RG�LV�P\�VWUHQJWK��+H�ZLOO�PDNH�P\�
feet like deer’s feet, And He will make me 
walk on my high hills.

Then my dear beloved daughter Rebekka 
Grace, I pray God will bring me back home 
soon. But if not, we will still sing together 
as Habakkuk did HALLELUJAH, either 
separated by prison walls or together at 
home.

So, let Daddy hear you sing a loud 
Hallelujah that I can hear all the way here in 
the prison!

I am so proud of you my sweet courageous 
daughter. Glory to God forever, Amen.

Kisses and Blessings, 
Daddy
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Someone has said, “Live simply that others 
may simply live.” Of course, there is no 
automatic relationship between my simple 
living and someone else being rescued from 
starvation or reached with the gospel. There 
is only a relationship if I, in fact, use the 
resources I have freed up to feed the hungry 
and reach the lost. This itself assumes I will 
continue to make a decent wage. For if I 
go off and pursue simple living for simple 
living’s sake, spending what little I earn on 
myself, it does no good for anyone else. The 
point is not merely saying “no” to money and 
things, but using money and things to say 
“yes” to God.

How can we live more simply? There are 
thousands of ways. We can buy used cars 
rather than new, modest houses rather than 
expensive ones. We don’t have to replace 
older furniture just for appearances. We can 
mend and wear clothes we already have, shop 
at thrift stores, give up recreational shopping 
and costly clothes and jewelry, cut down on 
expensive convenience foods, and choose less 
costly exercise and recreation. Some of us can 
carpool, use public transportation, or a bike 
instead of a car or second car. But these are 
things few of us will do unless we have clear 
and compelling reasons. Here are six:

1 We should live more simply—and give 
more generously—because Heaven is our 

home.

The single greatest deterrent to giving—and 
to living more simply—is the illusion that this 
world is our home.

Suppose your home were in France and you 
were visiting the United States for eighty 
days, living in a hotel. Furthermore, suppose 
there’s a rule that says you can’t take anything 
EDFN�WR�)UDQFH�RQ�\RXU�ÁLJKW�KRPH��QRU�FDQ�
you ship anything or carry back money with 
you. But while you’re in America, you can 
earn money and send deposits to your bank 
LQ�)UDQFH��4XHVWLRQ��:RXOG�\RX�ÀOO�\RXU�
hotel room with expensive furnishings and 
extravagant wall hangings? Of course not. 
Why? Because your time in America is so 
short, and you know you can’t take it with 
you. It’s just a hotel room! If you’re wise, 
you’ll send your treasures home, knowing 

Six Reasons to Live More Simply –  
and Give More Generously

By Randy Alcorn

they’ll be waiting for you when you arrive.

We’re here on earth on a short-term visa. It’s 
about to expire! Don’t spend too much time 
and money and energy on your hotel room 
when instead you can send it on ahead.

2 We should live more simply—and give 
more generously—because it frees us up 

and shifts our center of gravity.

Copernicus sparked a revolution when he 
proved that the sun doesn’t revolve around 
the earth. Giving will spark a Copernican 
revolution in the lives of Christians who 
understand that life doesn’t revolve around 
the things of earth. In giving, we surrender 
our possessions to their proper center 
of gravity: God. Life no longer revolves 
around houses and land and cars and things. 
Giving—and the simpler living that results 
when we give—breaks us out of Money’s 
orbit and sets up for us a new center of 
gravity, in Heaven.

3 We should live more simply—and give 
more generously—because we’re God’s 

pipeline.

Christians are God’s delivery people through 
which he does his giving to a needy world. 
We are conduits of God’s grace to others. 
If we forget that we’re God’s stewards—his 
delivery drivers—it’s like FedEx or UPS 
forgetting that what they carry in their trucks 
doesn’t belong to them. When that happens, 
deliveries grind to a halt and people don’t get 
what they need.

God comes right out and tells us why He 
gives us more money than we need. It’s 
QRW�VR�ZH�FDQ�ÀQG�PRUH�ZD\V�WR�LQGXOJH�
ourselves and spoil our children. It’s not 
so we can insulate ourselves from needing 
God’s provision. It’s so we can give and give 
JHQHURXVO\����&RULQWKLDQV������������

4 We should live more simply—and give 
more generously—because of the reward 

we’ll receive in Heaven and the joy it will 
bring us.

If I choose a smaller house here on earth and 
invest the savings in God’s kingdom, God 

will give me eternal treasures in Heaven that 
will make a big house on earth seem utterly 
trivial. Why settle for an expensive necklace 
now when by selling it and giving the money 
to meet needs it could contribute to an 
imperishable treasure in eternity?

5 We should live more simply—and give 
more generously—because of the dire 

spiritual needs of the world.

Suppose God wanted to reach the world for 
Christ and help an unprecedented number of 
suffering people. What might you expect Him 
to put in the hands of His delivery people? 
Unprecedented wealth to meet all those needs 
and reach all those people? Well, He’s done it, 
hasn’t He? The question is, what are we doing 
with it?

John Piper makes this observation:
Three billion people today are outside Jesus 
Christ. Two-thirds of them have no viable 
Christian witness in their culture. If they 
are to hear—and Christ commands that 
they hear—then cross-cultural missionaries 
will have to be sent and paid for. All the 
wealth needed to send this new army of 
good news ambassadors is already in the 
church. If we, like Paul, are content with 
the simple necessities of life, hundreds of 
millions of dollars in the church would be 
released to take the gospel to the frontiers. 
The revolution of joy and freedom it would 
cause at home would be the best local witness 
imaginable.

6 We should live more simply—and give 
more generously—because of the world’s 

urgent physical needs.

“[Agabus] stood up and through the Spirit 
predicted that a severe famine would spread 
over the entire Roman world. (This happened 
during the reign of Claudius.) The disciples, 
each according to his ability, decided to 
provide help for the brothers living in Judea. 
This they did, sending their gift to the elders 
by Barnabas and Saul” (Acts11:28-30).

Here is the biblical pattern for giving: See 
a need, give to meet it. Giving according to 
our ability means living on less than God has 
entrusted to us. If He has entrusted us with 
a great deal, as He has most people reading 
this, it means living on far less so we can 
deliver the excess to the needy. That way 
they will not have too little and we will not 
have too much—exactly what God intends, 
according to 2 Corinthians 8:14.
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Representatives and by a 97 vote majority 
in the Senate. RFRA had massive support 
within Congress and public opinion at 
large. And yet, just 21 years later, it seems 
that many Americans would gladly violate 
the religious liberties of some in order to 
advance liberal social policies for others. 
Today’s decision underlines the importance 
of RFRA, but it also demonstrates the 
massive task of defending religious liberty 
that lies ahead.

Second, Justice Alito reminded all 
Americans that the designation of any 
corporation, whether commercial or non-
commercial, is vital to individual liberty. 
Many Americans seem deeply confused 
about this, but as Justice Alito reminds 
us all: “A corporation is simply a form 
of organization used by human beings to 
achieve desired ends. An established body 
RI�ODZ�VSHFLÀHV�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�REOLJDWLRQV�
RI�SHRSOH��LQFOXGLQJ�VKDUHKROGHUV��RIÀFHUV��
and employees) who are associated with a 
corporation in one way or another. When 
rights, whether constitutional or statutory, 
are extended to corporations, the purpose is 
to protect the rights of these people.”

So American corporate law protects the 
rights and liberties of the people associated 
with Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Wood 
— but also for the corporations known as 
Planned Parenthood and Greenpeace. The 
Court rules today that there is no basic 
GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FORVHO\�KHOG�IRU�SURÀW�
DQG�QRQ�SURÀW�FRUSRUDWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�UHJDUG��
As Justice Alito observed, the dissenting 
justices did not even really make any clear 

argument in defense of such a distinction. 
The Hobby Lobby decision applies only 
to closely held private corporations, not 
to publicly traded companies. The Green 
and Hahn families, the Court ruled, did 
not surrender their religious liberties by 
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�IRU�SURÀW�FRUSRUDWLRQ��7KH�
same is true for your local kosher deli. This 
is an important win for the religious liberties 
of all citizens.

Third, the lead dissent from Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg reveals a massive 
ideological divide on the Court that mirrors 
the divide within the nation at large. Her 
dissent leads with concerns about the 
need for contraception and birth control 
for women and proceeds to dismiss the 
Christian convictions of the Green and 
Hahn families as “too attenuated to rank as 
substantial.” She ignored the fact that the 
Obama Administration’s policy required the 
families to facilitate what they believed to be 
morally wrong, when the government could 
have accomplished the same result without 
this requirement.

In one of the most important passages in 
Justice Alito’s majority opinion, he sets the 
issue very well:

“The Hahns and Greens believe that 
providing the coverage demanded by 
the HHS regulations is connected to the 
destruction of an embryo in a way that is 
VXIÀFLHQW�WR�PDNH�LW�LPPRUDO�IRU�WKHP�WR�
provide the coverage. This belief implicates 
D�GLIÀFXOW�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQ�RI�
religion and moral philosophy, namely, the 

circumstances under which it is wrong for 
a person to perform an act that is innocent 
in itself but has the effect of enabling or 
facilitating the commission of an immoral 
act by another. Arrogating the authority to 
provide a binding national answer to this 
religious and philosophical question, HHS 
and the principle dissent in effect tell the 
SODLQWLIIV�WKDW�WKHLU�EHOLHIV�DUH�ÁDZHG�µ

That is a stunning rebuke and a much-
QHHGHG�FODULÀFDWLRQ��-XVWLFH�$OLWR�GHIHQGHG�
religious liberty and revealed the deep 
divide on the Court and in the nation — a 
divide in which some Americans are willing 
to trample religious liberty under the boot of 
sexual liberty, and to dismiss all arguments 
to the contrary as “too attenuated to rank as 
substantial.”

Some Supreme Court decisions are 
considered landmarks, even as they 
are handed down. Today’s Hobby 
Lobby decision ranks among those. Just 
consider the fact that had the Court ruled 
otherwise, religious liberty in America 
would have taken a very direct hit from 
which it may well have never recovered. The 
public debate revealed all over again the fact 
that we are in a great and enduring battle for 
religious liberty, for the sanctity of human 
life, and for an entire range of concerns that 
are central to biblical conviction. Today’s 
decision does not settle those issues, but it 
does represent a much-needed defense of our 
QDWLRQ·V�FKHULVKHG�´ÀUVW�IUHHGRP�µ

For that, at the very least, we must be 
thankful.

Hobby Lobby
Continued from page 23
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In the Presence of My Enemies
by Gracia Burnham with Dean Merrill

Review by Judy Tarpley

1HYHU�KDYH�,�KDG�D�ERRN�PDNH�VXFK�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�P\�VSLULWXDO�OLIH�H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG���0DUWLQ�DQG�
*UDFLD�%XUQKDP�ZHUH�VHUYLQJ�WKH�/RUG�DV�PLVVLRQDULHV�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV���0DUWLQ�DV�D�SLORW�ZLWK�1HZ�7ULEHV�
0LVVLRQV��DQG�*UDFLD�D�KHOSPDWH�WR�KHU�KXVEDQG��DQG�KRPH�VFKRROLQJ�WKHLU�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ�

*UDFLD�ZDQWLQJ�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�VSHFLDO�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG�IRU�WKHLU�DQQLYHUVDU\��SODQQHG�D�ZHHN�ORQJ�JHWDZD\�
WR�'RV�3DOPRV��D�3KLOLSSLQH�LVODQG����9HU\�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RQ�GD\�WZR�RI�WKHLU�RXWLQJ�WKH\�ZHUH�DEUXSWO\�
WDNHQ�KRVWDJH�E\�WKH�$EX�6D\\DI��3KLOLSSLQH�7HUURULVWV����7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�JLYHQ�WLPH�WR�EULQJ�DQ\�EHORQJLQJV��
0DUWLQ�ZLWKRXW�D�VKLUW�RU�KLV�JODVVHV��KLV�YLVLRQ�ZDV�EOXUUHG�ZLWKRXW�WKHP���

7KH\�ZHUH�WDNHQ�WR�D�ERDW�DQG�DORQJ�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�KRVWDJHV�WDNHQ�WR�DQRWKHU�LVODQG���)RU�WKH�����GD\V�
WKH\�ZHUH�NHSW�XQGHU�FRQVWDQW�JXDUG���7KHUH�
ZDV�QHLWKHU�EHG�QRU�KRW�ZDWHU�QRU�HOHFWULFLW\�
QRU�%LEOH��QRW�HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�EDVLF�WKLQJV�RI�
D�ZRPDQ·V�OLIH���1R�SULYDF\��DOZD\V�RQ�WKH�
UXQ��PDQ\�WLPHV�DPLGVW�JXQÀUH���+DYLQJ�
WR�ZDON�RU�UXQ����RU����KRXUV�QRQ�VWRS���
$OZD\V�KXQJU\��PDQ\�WLPHV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�
ULFH�ZLWKRXW�VHDVRQLQJ��VRPH�WLPHV�HYHQ�
UDZ���(DFK�GD\�ZDNLQJ�XS�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�WR�
DFFRPSOLVK�²�QRWKLQJ�DW�DOO�H[FHSW�WR�VWD\�
DOLYH�

0DUWLQ�DQG�*UDFLD�ZHUH�DQ�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�
WR�HDFK�RWKHU��WKH\�ZRXOG�VLQJ�K\PQV��TXRWH�
VFULSWXUH�IURP�PHPRU\�DV�WKH\�KDG�QR�
%LEOH���

$QG�WKHQ�FDPH�WKH�GD\�RI�WKHLU�UHOHDVH�
XQGHU�JXQÀUH���*UDFLD�JRW�D�EXOOHW�ZRXQG�
WR�WKH�OHJ��DQG�0DUWLQ�IDWDOO\�ZRXQGHG��ZDV�
UHOHDVHG�IURP�WKH�SHULOV�RI�WKLV�HDUWK�WR�
3DUDGLVH�

:KHQ�,�KDYH�GD\V�RI�GLVFRXUDJHPHQW��
*RG�UHPLQGV�PH�RI�*UDFLD·V�VWRU\���,�KDYH�
QRWKLQJ�WR�FRPSODLQ�DERXW���,�FDQ�FRPH�DQG�
JR�DV�,�ZLVK�ZLWKRXW�D�JXQ�EDUUHO�SRLQWHG�
DW�PH���$V�,�ZDON�WR�WKH�UHIULJHUDWRU�IRU�D�
GULQN�RI�ZDWHU��,�VD\��´7KDQN�\RX��/RUG�µ��

%HORYHG��WKLQN�LW�QRW�VWUDQJH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�ÀHU\�WULDO�
which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
SDUWDNHUV�RI�&KULVW·V�VXIIHULQJV��WKDW��ZKHQ�KLV�JORU\�
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding 
joy. I Peter 4:12-13.
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